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Readily comply with the Defire 
of the Publiſher to write a ſhort 
Preface to the neu Collection he 
has made of my Letters for the 
laſt four Months. I am more 
concern d, than ſurprix d, that 
theſe Letters ſhould be ill un- 
lerſtood, and maliciouſly apprehended by thoſe, who, 
laving no Principles of their own, are apt to wreſt 
q Principles to favour their own Prejudices. 

Theſe Men are Friends to Truth out of Auger 
it Chance, and not for her own Sake. I am, hows 
wer, glad that they have been brought to read and 
prode a general Condemnation of their own 
Scheme, It is more than ever they did before; 
md I am not without Hopes, that what they have 
gun in Paſſion may end in Conviction I am 
apy, if I may have been the Means of bringing 
boſe Men to think for themſelves, whoſe Character 
i: has been to let other Men think for them — a 
A 2 Character 
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Character which is the higheſt Shame and the greateſt Ml volt 
Unhappineſs of a rational Being. Theſe Papers Ml alm 
baving open d the Principles of Liberty and Power, MM puti 
and render d them plain to every Underſtanding, MM has 
may, perhaps, have their ſhare in preventing jor WM has 
the time to come ſuch Storms of Zeal for Nonſenſe WM chin 
and Falſhood, as have thrown theſe Kingdoms WM ſwer 
more than once into Convulſions. I hope I have Ml 1 4 


help'd to cure and remove thoſe monſtrous Notions C 
of Government, which were inſtilled by the crafty MI in t 
Few into the ignorant Many. Cat 


Fur thoſe who profeſs to entertain the 
ſame Sentiments with my ſelf upon this Sil. 
ject, and yet have been. offended ; as this their 
Offence was neither my Fault nor Intention, 
4 can ouly be ſorry for their Sakes, that the Prin- 


ciples which they avowed at all Times, ſhould ha 1 
pen to diſpleaſe them at any Time. I am wiling i bob. 
to believe that it was not the Doctrine, but the this 
Application that diſoblig'd them. — Nor am I Glan 
anſwerable for this: They themſelves made it, and the 
often made it Wrong. I abhor all Attacks up that 
on the Perſons and private Characters of Ma, and 
and all little Stories and Calumnies invented or rl than 
viv d to blacken them. Theſe are baſe and di if - 
neſt Practices; the Work and Ambition of little aud bette 
malicious Minds only. Nor wanted I any ſuch il bad 
bred and coutemptible Artifices to gain Readers, IM this 

attended only to general Reaſonings about public and 

Virtue aud Corruption, unbiaſs d Ly Pique or Favour to his 
fo any Man. I can ſay this with as much Truth all dit o 
any Writer ever could. As I have abuſed uw Subj 
Man's Perſon, and courted no Man's Fortune, tial 
have dreaded no Man's Reſentment. all I 


The Faults found with theſe Letters are ſo - of Pi 
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"volous and ill grounded, that to mention them is 


pers Ml almoſt ſufficient to anſwer and expoſe them. The 
wer, Ml putting ſome Words in Italicks, or different Letters, 
ling, MI bas given Offence ; and I own in ſome Inſtances it 
jr has been indiſcreet : But tho it was none of my 
ſenſe WM doing, and I have often blamed it, yet I dare an- 
dom fuer that it was not maliciouſly done, However, 
have / have directed it to be alter d in this Collection. 

tions Other Letters and Paſſages and Advertiſements 


in the Journal, have been diſboneſily blended with 


rafty 
Cato's Letters ; and when they were call'd Crimes, 


tie Cato has been call'd the Criminal=— A wicked 
Sub. and a baſe Charge! Any intelligent Man may ſee 
their that Cato has nothing farther to do with the Jour- 
ation, BY nal, than the writing thoſe Letters which are fign'd 
Prin WY with his Name. 
ap- © know it has been ſaid, and but ſaid, thatCatohas 
ling ſpoken diſreſpectfully, nay inſolently, of the King. If 
t the this were true, I ſhould be thefirſt to own that all the 
am I Clamour rais'd againſt me, was juſt upon me. But 
„ and the Papers vindicate themſelves ; and it is certain, 
5 4þ-W that no Prince was ever treated with more Duty 
Men, and Regard, in am publick or private Writings, 
or re. than his preſent Majeſty has been in theſe. In point 
diſo-· f Affection and Principle his Majeſly has not a 
le aul better Subject than my ſelf ; and if he has any 
ch ill bad ones, they are none of my making. I know that 
ers. If this Nation cannot be ſavd without this King; 
ublick fl and 1 am ſtill perſwaded, that nothing teuded more 


to his Advantage and Popularity, or more to the Cres 
dit of the Miniſtry, or more to the Security of the 
Subject, than the purſuing, with quick and impar- 
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1e, tial Vengeance, thoſe Men who were Enemies to 

all Men. And ] have the Votes and Proceedings 
ſo jrif Parliament, to ſhewthat that great and —. 
0/01 | Aſſembly 
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vw The PREFACE. 
Aſſembly were guided by the ſame Sentiment, 
as were the whole Nation. 

But it ſeems I once ſpoke Latin to his Maje. 
ſty, aud ſpoke to him in the fingular Number 
quis te vituperavit. F this be a Libel, . 
who make it ſo, are the Libellers, In it ſelf it 
is a Panegyrick; nor could it be a Satyr in 
Mouth, who have ever thought and ſpoken duti- 
fully of the King, aud endeauour d that all o. 
thers ſhould do ſo. As to the Word, Te, ad. 
dreſſed to his Majeſty in the ſingular Number, 
which is the Objettiou, I am told, of ſome able 
Lawyers; I would, in anſwer, acquaint theſe 
learned Goths,that the Purity of the Latin Tongue 
warrants that way of ſpeaking, and no other, and 
that none but Monks and Pedants prattiſe any o- 
ther, VOS regere imperio And hx 
VOBIS erunt artes would be beautiful E- 
mendations in a new Edition of Virgil. But as 
the above ridiculous Objection was made by nb 
Lawyer of Genius or Politeneſs, it is no Reflection 
upon his Brethren. 

Thus much I think is more than a ſufficient De- 
fence againſt this Latin Crime; which however 1 
bave cancell d, tho not for their ſakes who make 
it one, 

In anſwer to thoſe deep Politicians, who have 
been long puzzled to know who were meant by Ci- 
cero and Brutus; intending to deal candidly with 
them, and put them out of pain and doubt, 1 
aſſure them that Cicero and Brutus were meant : 
That I know no preſent Characters or Story that 
will fit theirs; and that thoſe Letters were tranſ- 
lated for the Service of Liberty in general, with- 
out intending by them either Reprorf or Praiſe to 

| any 
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any Man living. And if theſe gueſſing Sages are 
in Perplexity about any other Paſſages in 
Letters, it is Ten to One but the ſame Anſwer 
will relieve them. | 


Cato's 


In Brutus's Letters it is ſaid, we do not 


diſpute about the Qualifications of a Ma- 
fer; we will have no Maſter. Which is 
the genuine Senſe of the Latin — Nifi forte 
non de ſervitute, ſed de conditione ſervi- 
endi recuſandum eſt a nobis. From hence 
ſme have inferr'd, that, becauſe Brutus was 


gainſt having a Maſter, therefore I am againſt 
having a King a ſtrange Conſtruct ion, and 
4 wild Conſequence ! As if in tranſlating Bru- 
tus Letter, I was not to follow the Senſe of 
Brutus ; or as if there was no difference in Eng- 
und between a King and a Maſter, which are 
ju as oppofite as King and Tyrant. In a 
Neighbouring Kingdom, indeed, they [ay that their 
Monarch is born Maſter of the Kingdom, and 
| believe they feel it too; as they do with a 
Witneſs in Turkey But I hape it ts not 
ere. Mi have a King made and bound by 
tle Lau; Brutus having kill'd one Uſurper, 
was oppofing another, overturning by Violence all 
law. Where is the Parity, or Reom for it? 
It may perhaps be expected I ſhould ſay ſame- 
thing here of a late Attempt, to Anfwer this 
md all other Writings, in a Way that was ne- 
before taken, nor heard of — a new Way 
ithout a new Occafion! And a Way more ter- 
ible to Liberty than: to me! Nothing is the 
et thing I can ſay of it; and even for that 
| deſerve. the Thanks. of the Projeftors : May 
t be for ever cover d with Oblivion! 4 Wiſh, 
5 5 B 21 


viii The PREFACE: 
in which I dare ſay I have their hearty Coy: 
currence No Man defires io be remember d but 
with Honour. f | 1 

Thus much by way of Preface, I thougls 
might be modeſtly ſaid, in Defence of a Paper 
which has more Friends and Readers, than an 
Paper that has hitherto appear d in the World, 
and for its Foes, they are, as to their Num- 
ber, inconfiderable. ME 
As to my ſelf, who perhaps have more pul- 
lick Spirit than private Prudence, having dow 
my Duty, I can ſay with Tully, Quid el, 

roh deüm hominumq; fidem! In quo ego 
Reip. plus hoc tempore prodeſſe poſſim? 
— Quid eſt, quod aut populo Rom. grati- 

us eſſe debeat, aut ſocijs exteriſq; nationi- 
bus optatius eſſe poſſit, aut ſaluti fortuniſ 
omnium accommodatius fit ? — Quis tan 
dem eflet qui meum concilium aut facun 
poſſet reprehender e? 
appeal to Heaven and Earth, whethe 
6 could have done more for the Benefit 
& the Publick in this its woful Diſtreſs ? 
& hat more agreeable to the Intereſt and tl! 
Mißbes of our People at Home, what man 
e conducive to our Reputation Abroad; or whi 
« more defirable for the Security of the Univer 
« ſal Rights and Properties of all Men Wha 
& Falſhood have I utter d, what Evil Con 
e ſel- have I given, and do the. Innocent dt 

© cuſe me? Nen. Wo! 
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To the Author of the London Journal. 


SIX April 1. 1721. 

| Am going to preſent to you, and 
| the Town, by your Means, with 
the moſt valuable Performance 
of all Antiquity : Ir is nor likely 
that it ever had, or ever will 
have, irs Fellow, The Author of 
it was, perhaps, the moſt amia- 
ble Character, the moſt accom- 
pliſh'd Man, that ever the World ſaw, 


Excellent Brutus! of all Human Race 
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le was the Author of that glorious Letter which 
1 now ſend you, in Engliſh. It was written by the 
greateſt Man upon the nobleſt Subject; BRUTUS 
upon LIBERTY, It was ſent to Cicero, and the 
Occaſion this: | 

Ofavius Ceſar, afterwards call'd Auguſtus, having 
defeated Mark, Anthony before Modena, and by that 
Means rais d the Siege of that Place, began now to 
conceive higher Deſigns than he had yet ſhewn : He 
had hitherto declared for the Common-wealth, and 
ſeem'd to act for it; the Senate having truſted him 
with an Army, by the Perſwaſion and Intereſt of ci- 
cero, But after this Victory over Anthony, he be. 
gan to ſet up for himſelf, and ro meditate. the Re- 
venge of his Uncle, and Father by Adoption, Fuliu; 
Ceſar ; and finally, to pave himſelf a Way to abſo- 
lute Monarchy. He knew well that Brutus and Caſi. 
us would never, while they liv'd, ſuffer him to pol- 
ſeſs what they would nor ſuffer the firſt Cæſar to en- 
joy; and therefore, to ſucceed his Uncle, he muſt 
deſtroy them. a | 

But Cicero, who equally lov'd and admir'd Brutus 
and pretended to great Power over the Mind of the 
young Ceſar, undertook to write to him in Favour 
of the Patrons of Liberty, who flew his Uncle, to 
ſeek their Pardon; eſpecially a Pardon for Brutus, 
that he might return to Rome, and be there in Safe- 
ty. This Letter of Ciceros contained in ir alſo Thanks 
ro Octavius for his Services to the Republick, and 
was intirely unknown to Brutus; but being-inform- 
ed of it by Atticus, he took extreme Offence at this 
Step of Cicero's, which ſeemed to him a Confeſſion 
of ' Peril» hd in Octavius, by not only owning him 
Maſter of the Lives of the Romans in general, but 
of his too, who was the Deliverer of the Roman,, 
and ſcorned to owe Life to Oftavius, 

Brutus had another Spirit, and other Views: He 
remember'd the bold and free Words of the great 
Cato, his Uncle, to thoſe of his Friends, who of- 
fer d to procure for him the Mercy of Ca/ar, by 
throwing themſelves, on his Behalf, at Ceſar's Feet 
b any 
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N, Gentlemen, ſays Cato, I ſcorn to be beholding 
to Tyranny, I am as free as Cæſar; and ſhall I owe 
my Life to him, who bas no Right even to my Submi . 
| [1 
| Brutus found Reaſon to reſent that Cicero ſhould, 
without his Knowledge, thus treat him as a Criminal, 
| WH and Cæſar as a Sovereign, by begging of Ceſar Mer- 
cy for Brutus. That Reſentment gave Occaſion to 
this Letter; in which he treats Octavius as a raw 
Lad, and Cicero as a weak and fearful Man, The 
Reaſoning thro' the Whole, ſhews Brutus ro have 
been animared by a moft ſublime and glorious Spi- 
fit of Virrne and Liberty; and is ſo ſtupendiouſly - 
frong, that his Eloquence muſt have been great as 
his Soul; and yer that great Soul was not ſo dear 
t0 him as Liberty. | 
VI 1 TAG TER 
os Tour old Friend, 3 
CAT O. 


BRUTUS to CICERO. 


4 Have ſeen, by the Favour of Atticus, that Part 
which concerns me, in your Letter to Od a- 
'vius, The Affection you there expreſs for my 
perſon, and the Pains you take for my Safety, 
'are great; but they give me no new Joy: Your 
kind Offices are become as habirual for me to te- 
ceive, as for you to beſtow ; and by your daily 
Words and Actions on my Behalf, I have daily 
' Iaſtances of your generous Regard for my ſelf and 
my Reputation. 5 
" However, all this hinders not but that the above- 
mention d Article of your Letters to Oddavius, 
pier d me with as ſenſible a Grief as my Soul is 
capable of feeling. In thanking him for his Ser- 
vices to the Republick, you have choſen a Stile 
le which ſhews ſuch Lowneſs and Submiſſion, as da 
eat WF. bur too clearly declare that you have till a Ma- 
of- W fter ; and rhat the old Tyranny, which we thought 
by L.eſtroy'd, is reviy'd in a _ yrant. What 17 
eet 2 PEE. 


. 

J ſay to you upon this ſad Head? I am cover 
* with Confufion for your ſhameful Condition, but 
© you have brought ic upon your ſelf; and I cannot 
help ſhewing you to your ſelf in this wretched 
* Circumſtance. Sh | 
ou have petition'd Octavius to have Mercy up- 
* on me, and to ſave my Life In this you 
'* intend my Good, but ſoyghr my Miſery, and a 
* Lor worſe than Death, by ſaving me from it; 
* fince there is no Kind of Death bur is more eli. 
* gible to me than a Life fo ſavd. Be ſo good to 
* recollect a little the Terms of your Letter; and 
* having weighd them as yon oughr, can you deny 
that they are conceiv'd in the low Stile of an hum. 
ble Petition from a Slave to his haughty Lord, 
© from a Subject to a King? You tell Octavius, that 
© you have a Requeſt to make him, and humbly 
hope he will pleaſe graciouſſy to grant it; name- 
ly, to fave thoſe Citizens who are eſteemed by 
* Men of Condition, and belov'd by the People of 
© Rome, This is your honourable Requeſt; but 
© whar if he ſhonld nor grant it, but refuſe to (ave 
* us? Can webe ſav'd by no other Expedient? 
* Certainly, Deſtruction it ſelf is preferable to Life 
* by his Favour. 

J am nor, however, ſo deſponding, as to ima- 
* gine that Heaven is ſo offended with the Roman 
People, or ſo bent upon their Ruin, that you ſhould 
* thus chooſe, in your Prayers, to apply rather to 
* Oftavius, than to the immortal Gods, for the 
* Preſervation, I do not ſay of the Deliverers 0 
the whole Earth, but even for rhe Preſervation of 
* the meaneſt Roman Citizen, This is a high Tune 
© to talk in, but I have a Pleaſure in it: It becomes 
me to ſhew that I ſcorn to pray to thoſe whom 
* ſcorn to fear. 
 * Has then Ofavius Power to ſave us, or deſtroy 
* us? And while you thus own him to be a Ty- 
© rant, can you yet own your ſelf his Friend? An 
* if you are mine, can you deſire to ſee me in Rom 
Fand at the Mercy of an Uſurper? And yet, I 


(5) 
this wbu'd be my Caſe, you avow, by imploring 
from a giddy Boy, my Permiſſion ro return, You 
have been rendering him a World of Thanks, and 
making him many Compliments ; pray how come 
they to be due to him, if he yer wants ito be 
« perition'd for our Lives, and if our Liberty de- 
* pends upon his Sufferance ? Are we bound to think 
it a Condeſcenſion in Octavius, that he chuſes theſe 
our Petitions ſhould rather be made to him than 
to Anthony ? And are not ſuch low Snpplications 
the proper Addreſſes to a Tyrant? And yer ſhall 
«we, who boldly deſtroy'd one, be ever brought 
' baſely to ſupplicate another? And can we, who 
are the Deliverers of the Common-wealth, de- 
* ſcend to ask what no Man ought to have it in his 
power to give ? 

Conſider the mournful Effects of that Dread 
and Deſpondency of yours, in our publick Strug- 
(ples; in which, however, you have too many to 
keep you in Countenance. The Common-wealth 
has been loſt, becauſe ir was given for loſt. Hence 
' Ceſar was firſt inſpired with the Luſt of Domini- 
on; hence Mark Anthony, not terrify'd by the 
Doom of the Tyrant, pants and hurries on to ſuc- 
ceed him in his Tyranny ; and hence this Octavi- 
© us, this green Uſurper, is ſtarted -into ſuch a Pitch 
* of Power, that the Chiefs of the Common-wealth, 
and the Saviours of their Country, muſt depend, 
* for their Breath, upon his Pleaſure —— Yes, 
* we muſt owe our Lives to the Mercy of a Minor, 
© ſofrened by the Prayers of aged Senators. 

* Alas, we are no longer Romans; if we were, 
the virtuous Spirit of Liberty would haye been an 
© eaſy Over- match for the traiterous Attempts of the 
* worſt of all Men graſping after Tyranny ; nor 
would even Mark Anthony, the raſh and enterpri- 
* zing Mark Anthony, have been ſo fond of Caeſar's 
Power, as frighten'd by Cæſar's Fate. | 

Remember the important Character you ſu- 
* ſtain, and the great Poſt you have fill'd: You are 
* a Senator of Kome, and you have been Conſul of 

| Rome; 


{nf 


Rome; You have. defeared Conſpiracies, and de 
* ſtroyed Conſpirators. Is not Rome ſtill as dear to 
you as ſhe was? Or, is your Courage and Vigi. 
* lance leis? And is not the Occaſion greater? Gr. 
could you ſuppreſs great Traytors, and yet tolerate 
* greater? Recollect what you ought ro do, by 


what you have done. Whence proceeded your 


* Enmity to Anthony? Was it nor that he had an 
* Enmity to Liberty, had ſeized violently on the 
* Publick, aſſumed the Diſpoſal of Life and Death 
© jnto his own Hands, and ſer up for the ſole Sove. 
© reign of all Men? Were not theſe the Reaſons of 
© your Eamity, and of your Advice to combat Vio- 
© lence by Violence, and to kill him rather than 
* ſubmit to him? All this was well - But why 
"© muſt Reſiſtance be drop'd, when there is a freſh 
* Call for Reſiſtance > Has your Courage failed you; 
* or, was it not permitted ro Anthony to enſlave us, 
but Another may? As if the Nature of Servitude 
| © was chang'd by changing Names and Perſons. No 

; we do not diſpute about the Qualificati- 
ons of a Maſter; we will have no Maſter. 

It is certain we might, under Anthony, have 
gone large Shares with him in the Adminiſtration 
* of deſporick Power; we might have divided its 
* Digniries, and ſhone in its Trappings. He would 
have received us graciouſly, and met us half Way, 
le knew that either our Concurrence or Acquieſ- 
* cence wou'd have confirm'd him Monarch of Rome; 
* and at what Price wou'd he not have purchas'd 
* either? But all his Arts, all bis Temptations, all 
* his Offers were rejected: Liberty was our Pur- 
* poſe, and Virtue our Rule: Our Views were ho- 
*neſt and univerſal ; Our Country and the Cauſe of 
Mankind. 

* With O#avius himſelf there is till a Way open 
© for an Accommodation, if we choſe it. As Eager 
"as the Name of Cæſar has made that raw Stickler 
for Empire, to deſtroy thoſe who deſtroy'd Ceſar; 
yet doubtleſs he would give us good Articles to 
* pain. ouf Conſeat 10 chaß Powgr de which, þy #- 
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i ſpites, and to Which, I fear, he will arrive: A- 
(las, what is there to hinder him ? While we only 
attend to the Love of Life, and the Impulſes of 
ambition; while we can purchaſe Poſts and Dig- 
* nities with the Price of Liberty, and think Dan- 
ger more dreadful than Slavery; what remains to 
(fave us? 

What was the End of our killing the Tyrant, 
but to be free from Tyranny? — A ridiculous 
Motive, and an empty Exploit; if our Slavery 
(ſurvives him! — Ob, who is it that makes 
Liberty his Care? Liberty, which ought ro be 
the Care of all Men, as tis the Benefit and Bleſ- 
' ing of all! For my ſelf, rather than give it up, I 
(«will ſtand fingle in its Defence. I cannot Pe, 
but with my Life, my Reſolution ro maintain in 
' Freedom my Country, which I have ſer free: I 
' have deftroyed a Veteran Tyrant; and ſhall I ſuf- 
'fer, in a raw Youth, his Heir, a Power to con- 
troul the Senate, ſuperſede the Laws, and pur 
Chains on Rome? A Power, which no perſonal 
Favours, nor even the Ties of Blood, could ever 
ſanctify ro me; a Power which I could not bear in 
' Ceſarz nor, if my Father had uſurp'd ir, could 1 
' have borne him. | 

Vour Petition to Odd avius is a Confeſſion that 
we cannot enjoy the Liberty of Rome without his 
Leave: And can you dream that other Citizens 
"are free, where we could not live free? Beſides, 


*filld? You beg him to give us our Lives; and 
Land what if he does? Are we therefore ſafe be- 
*cauſe we live? Is there any Safety without Li- 
berty; or rather can we poorly live having loſt it, 
' and with it our Honour and Glory ? Is there any 
Security in living at Rome, when Rome is no lon- 
ger free? That City, great as it is, having no Se- 
'curiry of her own, can give me none — No, I 
will owe mine to my Reſolution and my Sword; 


' I cannot enjoy Life at the Mercy of another; C- 


'ſar's Death alone aſcertained my Liberty ro me, 
| hs” Which 


' having made your Requeſt, how is it to be ful- 
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* which before was precarious ; I ſmote him to be 
* ſafe. This is a Roman Spirit, and whitherſoever [ 
carry it, every Place will be Rome to me, who am 
© Roman enough to prefer every Evil ro Chains and 
« Infamy, which to a man are the higheſt of all 
© Evils; I thought we had been releaſed from theſe 
mighty Evils, by the Death of him who brought 
them upon us; but it ſeems we are not; elſe why 
© a ſervile Petition ro a Youth, big with the Name, 
and the Ambition of Cæſar, for Mercy to thoſe pa- 
* rriots, who generouſly revenged their Country 
upon that Tyrant, and cleared the World of his 
© Tyranny? It was not in the Common-wealths of 
© Greece, where the Children of Tyrants ſuffered e. 
* qually with their Fathers, the Puniſhment of Ty. 
* ranny. | 

Can I then have any Appetite to ſee Rome? Or, 
© can Rome be ſaid ro be Rome? We have ſlain her 
© Tyrant, we have reſtored her ancient Liberty: 
© Bur they are Favours thrown away; ſhe is made 
© free in Spire of her ſelf; and tho' the has ſeen a 
great and terrible Tyrant berefr of his Grandeur 
and his Life, by a few of her Citizens; yer baſe- 
© ly deſponding of her own Strength, ſhe impotent- 
© ly dreads the Name of a dead Tyrant, revived in 
1 ho Perſon of a Stripling. 

No more of your Petitions to your young Ce, 
on my Bebalf ; nor, if you are wiſe, on your own. 
* You have not many Years to live; do not be 
© ſhewing that you over-rate the ſhort Remains ot 
© an honourable Life, by making prepoſterous and 
* diſhonourable Court ro a Boy. Take Care that 
by this Conduct you do not eclipſe the Luſtre ot 
all your glorious Actions againſt Mark Anthony: 
© Do not turn your Glory into Reproach, by giving 
the Malicious a Handle ra ſay, that Self. Love was 
© the ſole Motive of your Bitterneſs to him; and 
that, had you not dreaded him, you would not 
© have oppoſed him: And yet will they nor (ay this 

if they ſee that having declar'd War againſt 4n- 
* thony, you notwithſtanding leave Life and Liber!) 
o al 
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'ar the Mercy of Ofavius, and tolerate in him all 
the Power which the other claimed? They will 
* ſay that you are not againſt having a Maſter, on- 
y you would not have Anthony for a Maſter, 
©] well approve your Praiſes given ro Ofavius 
for his Behaviour thus far; ir is indeed Praiſe- wor- 
thy; provided his only Intention has been to pull 
down the Tyranny of Anthony,” without eſtabliſn- 
ing a Tyranny of his own. Bur if you are of O- 
' pinion that Octavius is in ſuch a Situation of Pow- 
er, that it is neceſſary to approach him with hum- 
ble Supplications ro ſave our Lives, and that it is 
convenient he ſhould be truſted with this Power; 
Jean only ſay, that you lift the Reward of his 
' Merirs far above his Merits: I thought all his 
Services were Services done to the Republick; bur 
you have conferred upon him that abſolure and 
imperial Power which he pretended to recover to 
the Republick, ” | 
elf, in your Judgment, Octavius has earned ſuch 
Laurels and Recompences for making War againſt 
* Anthony's Tyranny, which was only the Effects 
and Remains of Ceſar's Tyranny ; to what Di- 
' ſtintions, to what Rewards would you intitle 
*thoſe who exterminated, with C.efar, the Tyrann 
of Ceſar, for which they felt the Bledings and 
Bounty of the Roman People? Has this never en- 
*rered into your Thoughts? Behold here how effec- 
* wually the Terrors of Evils ro come, extinguiſnes 
in the Minds of Men all Impreſſions of Benefits 
"receiv d! Ceſar is dead, ànd will never return to 
* ſhackle. or frighten the City of Rome; ſo he is no 
more thought of, nor are they who delivered that 
City from him. But Anthony is ſtill alive, and ſtill 
in Arms, and ſtill rerrifies; and ſo Octavius is a- 
"dor'd, who beat Anthony. Hence it is that Ofavi- 
, is become of ſuch potent Conſequence, that 
from his Mouth the Roman People muſt expect our 
Doom, the Doom of their Deliverers! And hence 
"It is too, that we (thoſe Deliverers) are of ſuch 
humble Note, that he muſt be fupplicared to give 
. us our Lives! = 21 


— 
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J. as I ſaid, have a Soul, and I have a Sword; 
and am an Enemy to ſuch abject Supplications; 
* ſo great an Enemy, that I dereſt thoſe that uſe 
them, and am an ayowed Foe to him that expects 
them. TI ſhall ar leaſt be far away from the odi- 
* ous Company of Slaves; and where. ever I find 
Liberty, there I will find Rome. And for you that 
© ſtay behind, who, not ſatiated with many Years, 
© and many Honours, can behold Liberty extinct, 
© and Vertue, with us, in Exile, and yet are not 
© fick of a wretched and precarious Life; I heartily 
* pity you. For my ſelf, whoſe Soul has never ebb'd 
from irs conſtant Principles, I ſhall ever be happy 
© in the Conſciouſneſs of my Virtue; owing na- 
thing to my Country, towards which I have faith- 
fully diſcharged my Duty, I ſhall poſſeſs my Mind 
in Peace, and find the Reward of well. doing in 
the Satisfaction of having done it. What greater 
©* Pleaſure does the World afford, than to deſpiſe 
© the ſlippery Uncertainties of Life, and to value 
* that only which is only valuable, private Virtue, 
and publick Liberty; that Liberty, which is the 
Bleſſing, and ought to be the Birth- right of all 
* Mankind ? | 
But (till, I will never fink with thoſe who are 
already falling; I will never yield with thoſe 
who have a Mind to ſubmit; I am reſolved to be 
* always firm and independent: I will try all Expe- 
* dients; I will exert my utmoſt onthe! þ ro baniſh 
7 Servitude, and ſet my Country entirely free. It 
Fortune favours me, as ſhe oughr, the Blefling and 
* Toy will be every Man's; bur if ſhe fails me, and 
my beſt Endeavours are thrown away, yet ftilll 
will rejoice ſingle ; and ſo far be too hard for 
Fortune. What, in ſhort, can my Life be betiec 
laid out in, than in continual Schemes, and re- 
- © peared Efforts, for the common Liberty of my 
f Country? _. ö 
As to your Part in this Criſis, my dear Cicero, it 
is my ſtrongeſt Advice and Requeſt to you, not to 
L deſert your ſelf: Po not diſtruſt your Ability, and 
v4 | | » your 
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your Ability will nor diſappoint you; believe you 
can remedy our heavy Evils, and you will reme- 
* dy them. Our Miſeries want no Encreaſe: Pre- 
vent, therefore, by your Vigilance, any new Ac- 
t ceflion, Formerly, in Quality of Conſul, you de- 
* feared, with great Boldneſs and Warmth for Li- 
© berty, a formidable Conſpiracy againſt Rome, and 
ſaved the Common-wealth ; arid what you did 
© then againſt Cataline, you do ſtill againſt Anthony. 
Theſe Actions of yours have raiſed your Reputati- 
on high, and ſpread ir far; bur it will be all tar- 
* niſhed or loſt, if you do not continue ro ſhew at 
equal Firmneſs upon as great an Occaſion; let 
"this render all the Parts of your Life equal, 
and ſecure Immortality ro that Glory of yours, 
which oughr ro be immortal. 

*From thoſe, who, like you; bave performed 
great Actions, as great or greater are expected? 
' By ſhewing that they can ſerve the Publick, they 
make themſelves its Debtors; and it is apt to ex- 
act ſtrict Payment, and to uſe them ſeverely if 
they do not pay: But from thoſe who have per- 
formed no (ich Actions, we expect none. This 
'is the Difference berwixt the Lot of unknown 
Talents, and of thoſe which have been try'd; and 
the Condition of the latter is no doubt the hard- 
er. Hence it is; that tho' in making Head againſt 
Anthony; ou have merited and received great and 
juſt Praiſes; yet you have gain d no new Admi- 
ration: By ſo doing, you only continued, like a 
* worthy Conſular, the known Character of a great 
"and able Conſul. But if now ar laſt you begin ro 
' facrifice your Principles, and truckle to one as bad 
as him; if you abate ever ſo little in that Vigour 
"of Mind; and that ſteddy Courage, by which yon 
' expelled him from the Senate, and drove him out 
* of Rome z you will never reap another Harveſt of 
Glory, whatever you may deſerve; and even 
Jour paſt Laurels will wither, and your paſt Re- 
nown be forgot. 


C * There 
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There is nothing great or noble in Events, which 
ate the Fruit of Paſſion or Chance: True Fame 
.* reſulrs only from the ſteddy Perſeverance of Rea. 
* ſon in the Paths and Purſuits of Virtue. The Care, 
therefore of theCommon-wealth, and the Defence of 
her Liberties, belong to you above all Men, becauſe 
* you have done more than all Men for Liberty 
and the Common-wealth: Your great Abilities, 
* your known Zeal, your famous Actions, with the 
* unired Call and Expectation of all Men, are your 
Motives in this great Affair; would you have 
greater? 

* You are not therefore to ſupplicate Oct avius for 
© our Safety; do a braver Thing, owe it to your 
* own Magnanimity. Rouze the Roman Genius 
within you; and conſider that this great and free 
City, which you more than once ſaved, will always 
* be great and free, provided her People do not 
want worthy Chiefs to reſiſt Uſurpation, and 
* exterminate Tray tors. | 


REY CLUE ARENAS 
To the author of the London Journal. 


SIR, April 8. 1711; 
] Have obſerved, in a former Letter, that the Peo- 

ple, when they are nor miſled or corrupted, do 
generally make a ſuund Judgment of Things. They 
have natural Qualifications equal to their Superiors; 
and there is oftener found a great Genius carrying a 
Pitch-fork, than carrying a White-Staff. The poor 
Cook preferr d by the Grand d ignior to be his firſt Yi ier, 
in order to cure the publick Diſorder and Contul- 
on, occaſioned by the Ignorance, Corruption and 
Neglect of the former Miniſtry, made good effectu- 
ally his own Promiſe, and did Credit to his Maſters 
Choice: He remedied the publick Diſorders, aud 
proved, ſays Sir Paul Ricaut, an able and excellent 

Miniſter of State, 
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| Beſides, there are not ſuch mighty Talents requi- 
ſte for Government, as ſome, who pretend to them 
without proſſeſſing them, would make us believe: 
Honeſt Affections, and common Qualifications, are 
ſufficient; and the Adminiſtration has been always 
beſt executed, and the publick Liberty beſt preſer- 
ved, near the Origin and Riſe of States, when plain 
Honeſty and common Senle alone governed the 
publick Affairs, and Mens Morals were not corrupt- 
ed with Riches and Luxury, nor their Underſtand- 
ings perverted by Subtleties and Diſtinctions. Great 
Abilities have, for the moſt Part, if not always, 
been employ'd ro miſlead the honeſt, but unwary 
Multitude, and to draw them out of the open and 
plain Paths of publick Virtue and publick Good. 
The People have no Byaſs to be Knaves; the Se- 
curity of their Perſons and Property is their higheſt 


Aim. No Ambition prompts them; they cannot 


come to be great Lords, and to poſſeſs great Titles, 
and therefore deſire none. No aſpiring or unſocia- 
ble Paſſions incite them 3 they have no Rivals for 
Place, no Competitor to pull down; they have no 
darling Child, Pimp, or Relation co raiſe : They 
have no Occaſion for Diſſimulation or Intrigue ; 
they can ſerve no End by Faction; they have no 
lutereſt bur the general Intereſt. 
The ſame can rarely be ſaid of Great Men, who, to 
gratify private Paſſion, often bring down publick 
Ruin; who, to fill their private Purſes with many 
Thoulands, frequently load the People with many 
Millions; who oppreſs for a Miſtreſs, and to ſave a 
Favourite, deſtray a Nation; who too often make 
the Publick ſink and give way to their private For- 
tune; and for a publick Pleaſure, create a general 
Calamicy. Beſides, being educated in Debauchery, 
and pamperd in Riot and Luxury, they have no 
Senſe of other Mens Misfortunes, nor Tenderneſs 
for thoſe that ſuffer them: They have no Notion of 
Miſeries which they do not feel. There is a Nati- 
on in Europe, which, within rhe Space of an Hundred 
Years laſt paſt, has been bleſſed with Patriots, who, 
, void 
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Cann 
void of every Talent and Inclination to do good, and 
even ſtinted in their Ability for Roguery, were 
forced ro be beholden, for moſt of the Miſchief 
they did, to the ſuperior Arts and Abilities of hum: 
ble Rogues and Brokers. | 

The firſt Principles of Power are in the People; 
and all rhe Projects of Men in Power ought to re. 
fer to the People, and aim ſolely at their Good, 
and end in it: And whoever will pretend to govern 
them without regarding them, will ſoon repent it. 
Such Feats of Knight Errantry may do perhaps in 
Aſia; bur in Countries where the People are free, it is 
Madneſs to hope to rule them againſt their Wills. They 
will know, that Government is appointed for their 
Sakes, and will be ſaucy enough to expect ſome 
Regard and ſome Good from their own Delegares, 
Thoſe Nations, who are govern'd in ſpight of them- 
ſelves, and in a Manner that bids Defiance to their 
Opinions, their Intereſt and their Underſtandings, 
— either Slaves, or will ſoon ceaſe to be Sub. 
jects. | 
Dominion, that is not maintained by the Sword, 
muſt be maintained by Conſent ; and in this latter 
Caſe, what Security can any Men at the Head of 
Affairs expect, bur from purſuing the Peoples Wel. 
fare, and ſeeking their good Will > The Govern- 
ment of One for the Sake of One, is Tyranny 
and fo is the Government of a Few for the Sake of 
Themſelves: Bur Government execured for the 
_ Good of All, and with the Conſent of All, is L I- 
BERTY; and the Word Government is profan- 
ed, and its Meaning abus d, when it Ggnifies any 
Thing elſe. 

In free Countries, the People know all this. They 
have their five Senſes in as great Perfection, as 
Have thoſe who wou'd treat them as if they had 
none. They never hate their Governours, till theit 
Governours deſerve to be hated ; and when this 
happens to be the Caſe, not abſolute Power ir elf, 
nor the Aﬀections of a Prince inveſted with it, can 
protect or employ Miniſters deteſted by the 3 
— Takes yen 
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gven the Grand Signior, with all his boundleſs Au? 
thority, is frequently forced to give up his firſt Mi- 
niſter (who is ſometimes his Son in Law, or Brother 
in Law) a Sacrifice to appeaſe the Peoples Rage, 

The People, rightly managed, are the beſt Friends 
to Princes; and, when injured and oppreſſed, they 
ace the moſt formidable Enemies. Princes, who have 
tuſted to their Armies or their Nobility, have been 
often deceiv'd and ruined ; but Princes, who have 
ruſted wholly to the People, have ſeldom been de- 
ceived or deſerted: The Reaſon is, that in all Go- 
yernments, which are not Violent and Military, the 
people have more Power than either the Grandees 
or the Soldiery; and their Friendſhip is more ſin- 
cere, as having nothing to deſire but Freedom from 
Oppreſſion. And whilſt a Prince is thus beloved 
by his People, it will rarely happen that any can be 
ſo raſh and precipirate as to conſpire againſt him, 
and ſuch Conſpiracies have never the intended Suc- 
ceſs : but, as Machiavel well obſerves, When the Peo⸗ 
ple are diſſatisfied, and have taken a Prejudice againſt 
their Governours, there is no Thing, nor Perſon they 
ought not to fear, 

It is therefore of vaſt Importance to preſerve the 
Affections of the People, even in thoſe Governments 
where rhey have no Share in the Adminiſtration. 
The wiſe States of Holland are ſo apprized of the 
Truth of this Maxim, that they have preſerved 
themſelves and their State by religiouſly obſervin 
it. Their Government conſiſts of many little Ariſto- 
cracies, where the Magiſtrates chuſe each other, 
and the People have nothing to do; but in Spirit and 
Effect it is a Democracy, and the Diſpoſitions and 
Inclinations of the People have above all Thi 
the greateſt Weight in their Counſels. The Jealouly, 
of the People makes a vigilant Magiſtracy, who arg 
honeft our of Fear of provokiag them ; and, by, 
never doing ir, are in great Safety. 

Bur Thanks be to Heaven and our worthy An- 
ceſtors, our Liberties are better ſecured, We have 


 Conſticurion, in which the People have a large 
Share x 
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Share: They are one Part of the Legiſlature, and 
have the ſole Power of giving Money; which in. 
cludes in it every Thing they can ask tor the pub. 
lick Good ; and the Repreſentatives, being neither 
aw'd nor bribed, will always act for their Country's 
Intereſt ; their own being ſo interwoven with the 
Peoples Happineſs, that they muſt ſtand and fal 
together. 

But what if our Delegates ſhould not be ſuffered to 
meet; or when met, ſhould be ſo awed by Force 
(as formerly in Denmark) or ſo corrupted by Places 
and Peuſions (as in the Reign of Charles the Second) 
as to be ready to give up he publick Liberty, and 
betra; rhe Intereſt of their Principals to ſecure their 
own? This we may be ſure can never happen un. 
der his Majeſty's moſt juſt and gentle Reign: How. 
ever, it has happen'd formeri, ; and what has been, 
may be again, in fucure Retgns. HET 
What, in ſuch a Caſe is ro be done? What Re- 
medies have our Laws provided againſt ſo fatal 3 
Miſchief 2 Muſt the People patiently crouch under 
the heavielt of all Evils? Or has our Conſtitution 
pointed out the Means of Redreſs? It would be ab- 
ſurd to ſuppole that it has not; and, in effect, the 
People have a legal Remedy at Hand: It is their 
undoubted Right, and acknowledged to be ſo in the 
Bill of Rights paſſed in the Reign of King Charles 
the Firſt ; and ſince, by the Act of the Sertlement 
of the Crown ar the Revolution ; humbly ro repre- 
Tent their publick Grievances, and to petition tor 
Redreſs to thoſe whoſe Duty it is ro right them, or 
to ſee them righred : And ir is certain, that in al 
mics, the People's Misfortunes are greater of 
eſs, in proportion as this Right is encouraged or 
hecked. 


4 


It is indeed the beſt, and the only juſt, Way they 
can take to breathe their Grievances; and, when- 
ever this Way has been taken, eſpecially when it 
"has been univerſally raken, our Kings have always 
Paccepted ſo powerful an Application, Our Parlia- 
ments too, Who are the Keepers and Barriers of our 
1 Liber- 
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liberty, have ſhewn themſelves ready and willing 
to receive the modeſt Complaints and Repre ſenta- 
tions of their Principals, and to apply quick Reme- 
dies to the Grievances contained in them. Ir has, 
indeed, been always thought highly imprudenr, nor 
to ſay dangerous, to reſiſt the general Groans and 
Emreaties of the People, uttered in this Manner. 

This has been a Method, which has always had 
great Weight with good Men, and has been always 
a great Terror to Bad. It has therefore always 
been encouraged or diſcouraged, according, to the 
Innocence or Guilt of Men in Power. A Prince, 
who minds the Welfare, and deſires the Affections 
of his Subjects, cannot wiſh for a better Expedient 
to know how his Servants are approved, and how 
his Government is liked, than by this way of Coun. 
tenancing his People in laying their Hearts, their 
Wiſhes, and their Requeſts before him; and Mini- 
ſters never can be averſe to ſuch Repreſentat ions of 
the Complaints of the People, unleſs they have given 
the People Occaſion to complain. 

Titus and Trajan, conſcious of their own virtuous 
Adminiſtration, and worthy Purpoſes, courted Ad- 
drefſes and Informations of this kind, from their 
dubjects: They wiſely knew, that if the Koman 
People had free Leave to ſpeak, they would nor 
take Leave to act; and that, whilſt they could 
have Redreſs they would not ſeek Revenge. 
None but deſperate Parricides will make the 
People deſperate. | | 

I am, Dear SIR. 
Tour Conſtant Friend, 
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happy; and they the worſt, who make their People 


little, wicked, and miſerable. Power in a free — 
State, is a Truſt committed by Al to one or a few, C 45 
to watch for the Security, and purſue the Intereſt bl * 
of All: And, when that Security is not ſought, nor = A 
that Intereſt obtained, we know what Opinion the eg ſes 


People will have of their Governours. ame T. 
It is the hard Fate of the World, that there ſhould Ther 
be any Difference in the Views and Intereſts of 


the Governours and Governed; and yet it is ſo in . 
moſt Countries. Men who have a Truſt frankly Which is 
beſtowed upon them by the People, do too fre. ed with 


quently betray that Truft, become Conſpirators a. 
gainſt their Benefactors, and turn the Sword upon 
thoſe that gave it; inſomuch that in the greateſt 
Part of the Earth, People are happy if they can de- 
fend themſelves againſt their Defenders. 

Let us look round this Great World, and behold 
what a Part of the Whole Race of Men do crouch 
under the Yoke of a few Tyrants, naturally as 
low as the meaneſt of themſelves, and, by being 
Tyrants, worſe than the werſt; who, as Mr. Sydney 
obſerves, uſe their Subjects like Aſſes and Maſtiff Dogs, 


Tyrann) 
inſtead « 
on, as 
nothing 
and Hat 
often de 
ting agai 
their Bl 
j. 


to work, and to fight, to be oppreſſed and killed for them. * + . 
Even the good Qualities and Courage of ſuch Sub- WE. , #8: i 
jects are their Misfortune, by ſtrengthning the I note Tu 
wicked Hands of their brutal Maſters, and ſtreight- bar thin} 
ning their own Chains. Tyrants conſider their Peo- N 4111 a 
ple as their Cattle, and uſe them worſe as they fear zmſelf ; 
them more. Thus the moſt of Mankind are become think ho 
the wretched Slaves of thoſe, who are or ſhould be i is 
their own Creatures; they maintain their haughty riven for 
Maſters like Gods, and their haughty Maſters often many Pl 
uſe them like Dogs: A fine Specimen of Gratitude W a, if dh 
and Duty! and not 
And yet this cruel Spirit in Tyrants is not always I power 
cowing naturally to the Men, ſince they are natural- no leſs 
1y like other Men; but ir is owing to the Nature IN. without 
of the Dominion they exerciſe. Good Laws make ' bury, a 
a good Prince, if he bas a good Underſtanding ; ' Waller | 


bur the beſt Men grow miſchieyous when they — 
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ſetabove Laws. Claudius was a very harmleſs Man, 
while he was a private Man ; bur when he came 
to be a Tyrant, he proved a bloody One, almoſt as 
bloody as his Nephew and Predeceſſor Caligula; 
who had alſo been a very good Subject, but as ſoon 
as he came to be the Roman Emperor, grew at the 
ſame Time the profeſſed Executioner of Mankind. 
There is ſomething ſo wanton and monſtrous in 
lawleſs Power, that there ſcarce ever was a human 
Spirit that could bear it; and the Mind of Man, 
which is weak and limited, ought never to be truſt- 
ed with a Power that is boundleſs. The State of 
Tyranny is a State of War; and where it prevails, 
inſtead of an Intercourſe of Confidence and Affecti- 
on, as between a lawful Prince and his Subjects, 
nothing is to be ſeen but Jealouſie, Miſtruſt, Fear 
and Hatred: An Arbitrary Prince and his Slaves 
often deſtroy one another to be ſafe; They are plot- 
ting againſt his Life, and He is continually ſhedding 
their Blood, and plundering them of their Proper- 


Iy, 
, Cuncta ferit, dum cuncta timet, 

I think it was Fuſtinian, the Emperor, who ſaid, 
though we are above the Law, yet we live according to 
the Law : Bur by his Majeſty's Favour, there was 
more Turn than Truth in the Saying ; for Princes 
that think themſelves above Law, act almoſt con- 
tantly againſt all Law; of which Truth Fuſtinian 
himſelf is a known Inſtance. Good Princes never 
think themſelves above it. 

It is an affecting Obſervation, that the Power 
ziyen for the Protection of the World ſhould, in ſo 
many Places, be turned to the Deſtruction of it. 
"As if the Law was in Force for their Deſtruction, 
"and not for their Preſervation ; that ir ſhould have 
Power to kill, but not to protect them: A Thing 
al- no leſs horrid, than if the Sun ſhould burn us 
re without lighting us, or the Earth ſerve only to 
ke WW" bury, and not to feed and nouriſh us,” ſays Mr. 
4 Waller in a Speech of his in Parliament. 
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Deſpotick Power has defaced the Creation, and 
laid the World waſte. In the fineſt Countries in 
Aſia, formerly full of People, you are now forced to 
travel by the Compaſs: There are no Roads, Houſes, 
nor Inhabirants. The Sun is left ro ſcorch up the 
Graſs and Fruits which he had rais'd ; or the Rain 
to rot them : The Gifts of God are left to periſh ; 
there being none of his Creatures, neither Man nor 
Beaſt, left ro uſe and conſume them. The Grand 


| Signior, who (if we may believe ſome ſanctified 


Mouths, not addicted to Lying,) is the Vicegerent 
of Heaven, fruſtrates the Bounty of Heaven; and 
being the Father of his People, has almoſt butcher'd 
them all, Thoſe few (comparatively, very few) 
who have yer ſurviv'd the miſerable Fate of their 
Brethren, and are reſervd for Sacrifices to his 
Cruelty, as Occafion offers, and his Luſt prompts 
him, live the ſtarving and wretched Property of ra- 
venous and bloody Baſhaws ; whoſe Duty to their 
Maſter, as well as their own Avarice, obliges them 
ro keep the People, over whom they preſide, poor 
and miſerable. 

But neither Baſhaws, nor Armies, could keep that 
People in ſuch abject Slavery, if their Prieſts and 
Doctors had not made Paſſive Obedience a Princi- 
ple of their Religion. The holy Name of God is 
prophaned, and his Authority belied, to bind down 
Wrerchedneſs upon his Creatures, and to ſecure the 
Tyrant that does ir. The moſt conſummate of all 
Wickedneſs, and rhe higheſt of all Evils, are fan- 
ctified by the Teachers of Religion, and made by 
them a Part of it. Yes, Turkiſh Slavery is confirm d, 


and Turkiſþ Tyranny defended by Religion! 


Sir Paul Ricaut tells us, that the Turks maintain, 
that the Grand Signior can never be depoſed, or made 
accountable for his Crimes, whilſt be deſtroys careleſly 


ef his Subjects under a Hundred a Day; and 'tis made 


Martyrdom to die ſubmiſſively by the Hand of the 
Tyrant; and ſome of his higheſt Slaves have declared, 
that they wanted only that Honour to compleat the!r 
Felicity. They hold, that it is their Duty to * 
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tho their Tyrant commands a whole Army of them to 

recipitate themſelves from a Rock, or to build a Bridge 
with Piles of their Bodies for him to paſs a River, or 
to kill one another to afford him Paſtime and Pleaſure. 

Merciful God! Is this Goverameart ? And do ſuch 
Governours govern by Authority from Thee? 

It is ſcarce credible what Monſieur de L'Eſtcille 
tells us; He ſays, he travelled in the Indies, for a- 
bove twenty Days together, through Lanes of Peo- 
ple hang d upon Trees, by Command of the King; 
who had ordered above a Hundred Thouſand of 
them to be thus murthered and gibbeted, only be- 
cauſe Two or Three Robberies had been commit- 
ted amongſt them. Bayle, Reponſe a Queſt. d'un Provin. 
Tom. 1. p. 595. | 

It is one of the great Evils of Servitude, that let 
the Tyranny be ever ſo ſevere, tis always flatter d; 
and the more ſevere tis, the more 'ris flatter d. The 
Oppreſſors of Mankind are flatter'd beyond all o- 
thers; becauſeFear and Servitude naturally produce, as 
well as have recourſe to Flattery, as the beſt Means 
of Self- Preſervation; whereas Liberty, having no 
Occaſion for it, ſcorns it. Sir Paul Ricaut aſcribes 
the Decay of the Ottoman Empire to the Force of 
Flattery, and calls the Turkiſy Court a Priſon and 
Banniard of Slaves. | 

Old Muh, the Lord's Anointed of Morocco, who 
it ſeems is till alive, is thought to have butchered 
Forty Thouſand of his Subjects, with his own Hands 
—- Such a Father is he of his People! And yer 
his Right to ſhed human Blood being a genuine 
Characteriſtick of the Church of Morrocco, as by 
Law eſtabliſhed, People are greedy ro die by his 
Hand; which, they are taught to imagine, diſpatches 
them forthwith to Paradiſe: Inſomuch, that tho', 
as I am told, every Time he mounts his Horſe, 
he ſlices off the Head of the Slave that holds his Stir- 
rup, to ſhew that he is as good an Executioner as 
he is a Horſeman, yet there is a conſtant Contenti- 
on among his Slaves who ſhall be the happy Martyr 


on that Occaſion ; ſo that ſeveral of them crowding 
to 
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ro his Srirrup at once, for the gracious Favour, his 
Majeſty has ſometimes the Honour to cut off Two 
Heads, and make two Saints with one Blow. 

The Exerciſe of deſpotick Power is the unrelent- 
ing War of an armed Tyrant upon his unarmed 
Subjects; it is a War of one Side, and in it there 
is neither Peace nor Truce. Tacitus deſcribes ir 
— S$eva Fuſſa, continus accuſationes, fallaces amici. 
tias, perniciem Innocentium—— *© Cruel and bloody 
Orders, continual Accuſations, fairhleſs Friendſhips, 
and the Deſtruction of Innocents.” In another 
Place he ſays, that Italy was one continual Sham. 
« bles, and moſt of its fair Cities were defaced 
© or overthrown ; Rome it ſelf was in many Places 
© laid in Aſhes, with the greateſt Part of its Magnifi- 
cent Buildings: Virtue was deſpis'd, and bare- 
** faced Debauchery prevail'd, The ſolitary Iſlands 
were filled with illuſtrious Exiles, and the very 
* Rocks were ſtained with Slaughters: Bur, in the 
City it ſelf, Cruelry rag'd till more; it was dan- 
ce gerous to be Noble, ir was a Crime to be Rich; 
it was capital to have born Honours, and High- 
* Treaſon to have refuſed them; and for Virtue 
“ and Merit, they brought ſure and ſudden Death. 
Theſe were ſome of the Ravages of abſolute Domi- 
nion! And to the common People, the ſame Au- 
thor ſays, they were debauched and diſpirited, 
* and given up to Idleneſs and ſeeing Shews.“ 

Plebs ſordida Circo & Theatris ſueta. 

Oh ! abject State of ſuch as tamely groan 

Under a blind Dependency on One! 

Late Duke of Devonſhire. 

This is a ſort of Government, which is too great 
and heavy a Curſe for any one to wiſh, even upon 
thoſe who are fooliſh enough, or wicked enough, 
to contend for its Lawfulneſs ;for which is the ſame 
Thing, for Submiſſion to it: Bur ſurely, if ever any 


Man deſerv'd to feel the mercileſs Gripes of Ty- 


ranny, it is he who is an Advocate for it, Phalaris 
acted juſtly, when he hanfel'd his Brazen Bull with 
the Wretch who invented it. A 
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As Arbitrary Power in a fingle Perſon has made 
greater Havock in human Nature, and thin'd Man- 
kind more chan all the Beaſts of Prey, and all the 
plagues and Earthquakes that ever were; let thoſe 
Men conſider what they have to anſwer for, who 
would countenance” ſuch a monſtrous Evil in the 
World, or would oppoſe thoſe that would oppoſe it. 
A Bear, a Lyon, or a Tyger may now and then pick 
up fingle Men in a Wood or a Deſart; and an 
Earthquake ſometimes may bury a Thouſand or 
Two Inhabirants in the Ruins of a Town ; and 
the Peſtilence may once in many Years carry off a 
much greater Number: But a Tyrant ſhall, out of 
a wanton perſonal Paſſion, carry Fire and Sword 
through a whole Continent, and deliver up a hundred 
thouſand of his Fellow Creatures to the Slaughter 
in one Day, without any Remorſe or further Notice, 
than that they died for his Glory, I ſay nothing of the 
moral Effect of Tyranny, though tis certain that 
Ignorance, Vice, Poverty and Vileneſs, always at- 
tend it. 

He who compares the World now with what it 
was formerly, how populous once, how thin now; 
and conſiders the Cauſe of this doleful Alteration, 
will find' juſt Reaſon to fear, that Spiritual and Tem- 
poral Tyranny, if they go on much longer, will 
utterly extinguiſh human Race. Of Turkey I 
have ſpoken already : The great Continent of Ame- 
ca is almoſt unpeopled, the Spaniards having de- 
ſtroy d, cis thought, above forty Millions of its 
Natives; and for ſome Kingdoms in Europe, eſpeci- 
ally towards the North, I do not believe they have 
now half ſo many Inhabitants they had ſo lately as 

zundred Years ago. 

Bleſſed be God, there are ſtill ſome free Countries 
In Europe, that abound with People and with Plenty, 
and England with the foremoſt. This demonſtrates 
the ineſtimable Bleſſing of Liberty. Can we ever 
over-rate it, or be roo jealous of a Treaſure which 
includes in it almoſt all human Felicities ? Or can we 
encourage too much, thoſe that contend for ir, — 

thoſe 
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thoſe that promote it? It is the Parent of Virtue, this Pa 
Pleaſure, Plenty, and Security; and tis innocent Military) 
as well as lovely. In all Contentions between Li- beſt, is 
berry and Power, the latter has almoſt conſtantly ſtent wi 
been the Aggreſſor. Liberty, if ever ir produces It is t 
any Evils, does alſo cure them: Its worſt Effect, WM ſhare in- 
| Licentiouſneſs, never does, and never can continue ¶ are fo ap 
long. Anarchy cannot be of much Duration; and does ſor 
where tis ſo, it is the Child and Companion of MW gain new 
Tyranny ; which is not Government, but a Diſſo- Heaven 
lution of it, as Tyrants are the Enemies of Man- Armies it 
kind. bt”, what the 
Power is like Fire; it warms, ſcorches, or de- aaly a N 
ſtroys, according as it is watched, provoked; ot in- Wand Arm 
creas'd. Ir is as uſeful as dangerous. Its only Rule WW vhich ar; 
is the Good of the People; bur becauſe it's apt ro s, that i; 
break its Bounds, in all good Governments nothing, Wl Strife ber 
or as little as may be, ought to be left ro Chance, ¶ Lancaſter, 
or the Humours of Men in Authority: All ſhould tom kee 
proceed by fixt and ſtated Rules; and upon any decided t 
Emergency new Rules ſhould be made. And this ler Soldie 


is the Conſtitution, and this the Happineſs of En- 
gliſhmen, as has been formerly ſhewn at large in 
theſe Letters. 

We have a Conſtitution that abhors Abſolute 
Power; we have a King that does not defire it; 
and we are a People that will never ſuffer it: No 
free People will ever ſubmit to it, unleſs it ſteals 
upon them by Treachery, or they are driven into it 
by Violence. But a State can never be roo ſecure a. 
gainſt this terrible, this laſt of all human Evils; which 
may be brought upon them by many Cauſes, even 
by ſome that at firſt Sight do not ſeem to threaten 
any ſuch Thing: And of all thoſe Cauſes, none ſeems 
more boding than a general Diſtreſs, which certainly 
produces general Diſcontent, the Parent of Revolu- 
tions; and in what ſuch a Circumſtance of Affair 
may end, no Man can ever foreſce: Few are brought 
about without Armies, a Remedy almoſt always 
worſe than the Diſeaſe, What is got by Soldiers 
muſt be maintained by Soldiers; and we have, 0 
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this Paper, already ſeen the frightful Image of 4 
Military Government ; a Governmenr, which, at 
beſt, is violent and bloody, and eternally inconſi- 
ſtent with Law and day oy | 

It is therefore a dreadful Wickedneſs to have any 
ſhare in giving Occaſion for thoſe Diſcontents, which 
are ſo apt to burſt into Rage and Confuſion. A State 
does ſometimes recover out of a Convulfion, and 
gain new Vigour by it; but it much oftner expires in it. 
Heaven preſerve me from ever beholding contending 
Armies in England! They are different Things from 
what they once were, Our Armies formerly were 
only a Number of the People arm'd occationally 
ind Armies of the People are the only Armies 
which are not formidable ro rhe People. Hence ir 
s, that in the many Revolutions accafion'd by the 
irife between the Two Royal Houſes of Yul and 
Lancaſter, there was never any Danger of Slavery 
from keeping up an armed Force: A ſingle Battle 
fecided the Contention, and next Day theſe popu- 
lr Soldiers went home and reſumed their ordinary 
ums, che Tools of Husbandry. But fince that 
ime, Armies have not been ſo eaſily parted with; but 
iter the Danger was over for which they were 
nis d, they have often been obſtinately kept up, 
ad by that Means created Dangers ſtill as great. 
Some Quacks in Politicks may perhaps venture 
ublick Diſturbances, out of an Opinion that the 
tall be able to prevent them by Art, or ſuppreſs 
dem by Force. But this ſhews theit Capacity as 
ell as their Wickedneſs: For not to mention the 
alignity of their Hearts in riſquing publick Ruin, 


en N grarify a private Appetite; how can any Event 
ms e certainly foreſeen, when the Meaſure of the 
ily aſe cannot be certainly known? They can never 
lu- {Wcertain the Degree of Oppoſition z they cannot 


urs rekaow what Circumſtances may happen; nor in- 
whoſe Hands Things may fall. Cicero did not 
eam, when he employ'd Ofavius for the Com- 
on-wealch, that his young Champion for Liberty 


uld ever be the Tyrant of his Country, Who 
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could foreſee that Cromwel would enſlave thoſe WM that 1 
whom he was employ'd to defend? But there is 
no truſting of Liberty in the Hands of Men, who 
are obeyed by great Armies. 

From hence may be ſeen what a fatal and crying 
Crime it would be, in any free Country, to break 
the Confidence between the Prince and his People. 
When Loyalty is once turned into Indifference, In- 
difference will be ſoon turned into Hatred; and 
Hatred will be returned with Hatred; Reſentment 
may produce Tyranny, and Rage may produce 
Rebellion. There is no Miſchief, which this mu- 
tual Miſtruſt and Averſion may not bring forth. They 
muſt therefore be the blackeſt Traytors, who ate 
the firſt Authors of ſo terrible an Evil, as are the 
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who would endeavour to protect them. The 
Henry the IIId of Caſtile ſaid, that he feared thei ad di 
Curſe of his People more than he did the Arms of hi bis ol 
Enemies: In which Saying he ſnewed as much Wil makes 
dom as Humanity; fince while he was beloved a Republ; 
Home, he had nothing ro fear from Abroad, and — 
the Curſes of his Subjects were the likelieſt Mean preſſior 
to bring upon him the Arms of his Enemies. keks: 
I am, Dear S I X Honeſt 
| Tour Old Friend, LI. 
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To the Author of the London Journal. * both t 
- * periſh 
S 1 R, April 22. 1721 6 Mona 
Send you, for the Entertainment of your Reade be cat 
this Week, two or three Paſſages our of ti for all 
great Algernon Sydney: An Author, which can neve * preret 
be too much valued or read; an Author, that d * upon 
Honour to rhe Engliſh Nobility, and to the Engl to finc 
Name; an Author, who has wrir better upon OFF * Rule 
vernment than any Engliſhman, and as well as 1 © Way 
Foreigner; and an Author, who was a Martyr For t 
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that Liberty, which he has ſo amiably deſcribed 
and ſo nobly defended. He fell a Sacrifice to the 
vile and corrupt Court of our pious Charles the Second, 
He had aſſerted the Rights of Mankind, and ſhew. 
ed the Odiouſneſs of Tyranny ; he had expoſed the 
Abſurdity and Vileneſs of the ſacred and faſhionable 
Doctrines of thoſe Days, Paſſive Obedience and He- 
reditary Right; Doctrines, which give the Lie to 
common Senſe, and which would deſtroy all common 
Happineſs and Security amongſt Men; Doctrines, 
which were never practisd by thoſe thar preached 
them; and Doctrines, which are big with Nonſenſe, 
Contradiction, Impoſſibility, Miſery, Wickedneſs, 
and Deſolation. Theſe were his Crimes, and theſe 
his Glory. 

The Book is every way excellent; he had read 
and digeſted all Hiſtory ; and this Performance of 
his rakes in the Whole Buſineſs of Government: Ir 
makes us amends for the Loſs 'of Cicero's Books de 
Republica, Col. Sydney had all the clear and appre- 
benfive Knowledge, and all the Dignity of Ex- 
preſſion of that great Maſter of Eloquence and Po- 
liticks; his Love of Liberty was as warm, his 
Honeſty as great, and his Courage greater. 

* LIBERTY cannot be preſerved, if the Manners 
* of the People are corrupted, nor abſolute Monar- 
*chy introduced, where they are ſincere; which is 
* \ufficient ro ſhew, that thoſe who manage free Go- 
* vernments, oughr always, to the urmoſt of their 
Power, to oppoſe Corruption, becauſe otherwiſe 
both they and their Government muſt inevitably 
"periſh ; and that, on the other Hand, the abſolute 
Monarch muſt endeavour to introduce it, becauſe 
* he cannot ſubſiſt without ir. Tis alſo ſo natural 
for all ſuch Monarchs to place Men in Power, who 
pretend to love their Perſons, and will depend 
* upon their Pleaſure, that poſſibly twould be hard 
to find one in the World who has nor made it the 
Rule of his Government: And this is not only the 
Way to Corruption, but the moſt dangerovs of all. 


* For tho' a good Man may love a good Monarch, 
i ant E 2 ” he 


(28) 


* he will obey him only when he commands tha 
* which is juſt; and no one can engage. himſelf 
* blindly to do whatever he is commanded, without 
* renonucing all Virtue and Religion; becauſe he 
knows not whether that which ſhall be command. 
ed is conſiſtent with each, * directly contrary to 
K the Laws of God and Man. But if ſuch a Mo. 
narch be evil, and his Actions ſuch as they are too 
* often found to be; whoever bears. an Affection 
to him, and ſeconds his Deſigns, declares himſeli 
* an Enemy to all that is good; and the Advance. 
ment of ſuch Men to Power, does not only intro. 
* duce, foment, and increaſe Corruption, but forti. 
fies it in ſuch. a Manner, that without an entire Re. 
* novation of that State, it cannot be remov d. II 
Men may poſſibly creep into any Government; but 
* when the worſt are placed neareſt to the Throne, 
* and rais'd to Honours for being ſo, they will with 
that Force endeavour to draw all Men to a Con- 
* formity of Spirit with themſelves, that it can no 
© otherwiſe be prevented than by deſtroying them, 
and the Principle in which they live. 
Man naturally follows that which is good, ot 
* ſeems to him to be ſo. Hence it is, that in well 
governed States, where a Value is put upon Vit. © them 
tue, and no one honoured unleſs for ſuch Quali- © the b 
* liries as are beneficial to the Publick, Men are ¶ expo 
from the tendereſt Years brought up in a Be- Wl © verry 
lief, that nothing in this World deſerves to be I © their 
* tought after, bur ſuch Honours as are acquired by WM © unde 
* virtuous Actions: By this Means, Virtue it ſelf be- © Wor 
comes popular, as in Sparta, Rome, and other Places Null 
* where Riches (which with the Vanity thar follows Pau, 
them, and the Honours Mea give to them, are Wl Whe 
the Root of all Evil) were either totally baniſhed, or them 
little regarded. When no other Advantage attend- low'd 
* ed the greateſt Riches, than the Opportunity of WW © the d 
living more ſumpruouſly or deliciouſly, Men of or pu 
great Spirits flighred them. When Ariſtippus told poſed 
* Cleanthes, that if he would go to Coutr and flatter enter. 
the Tyrant, he need not ſeek his Supper under a of the 
| Hedge; 
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Hedge; the Philoſopher anſwered, that he who 
could content himſelf with ſuch a Supper, need 
not go to Court to flatter the Tyrant. Epaminon- 
das, Ariſtides, Phocion, and even the Lacedemonian 
Kings, found no Inconvenience in Poverry, whilſt 
their Virrue was honoured, and the richeſt Princes 
in the World fear'd their Valour and Power. It was 
not difficult for Curius, Fabricius, Cincinnatus, or 
Emilius Paulus, to content themſelves with the nar- 
roweſt Fortune, when it was no Obſtacle to them 
«in the Purſuit of thoſe Honours which their Ver- 
© rues deſer d. Twas in vain to think of bribing a 
Man, who ſup'd upon the Coleworrs of his own 
Garden. He could not be gain'd by Gold, who 
did not think ir neceſſary. He that could riſe 
from the Plough to the Triumphal Chariot, and 
contentedly return thither again, could not be cor- 
:rupred ; and he that left the Senſe of his Poverty 
«to his Execurors, who found not wherewith to 
« bury him, might leave Macedon and Greece to the 
« Pillage of his Soldiers, without taking to himſelf 
any Part of the Booty. But when Luxury was 
broutzht into Faſhion, and they came to be honour- 
ed who lived magnificently, though they had in 
' themſelves no Qualities to diſtinguiſh them from 
the baſeſt of Slaves, the moſt vertuous Men were 
'expos'd to ſcorn if they were poor; and that Po- 
verty, which had been the Mother and Nurſe of 
their Virtue, grew inſupportable; The Poet well 
* underftood what Effect this Change had upon the 
World, who faid, | 
Nullum crimen abeſt facinuſque libidinis, ex quo 
Paupertas Romana perit. Juven: 

When Riches grew to be neceſſary, the Deſire of 
them, which is the Spring of all Miſchief, fol- 
low'd. They who could not obtain Honours by 
the Nobleſt Actions, were obliged to ger Wealth, 
' or purchaſe them for Whores or Villains, who ex- 
* poſed them to Sale: And when they were once 
entered into this Track, they ſoon learned the Vices 
' of thoſe from whom they had receit d their Pre- 
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*fermenr, and to delight in the Ways that had 
brought to it. When they were come to this, uo- 
© thing could ſtop them: All Thought and Remem. 
* brance of Good was extinguiſhed, They who had 
* boughr the Commands of Armies or Provinces 


from Icetus or Narciſſus, ſought only how to draw 


Money from them, to enable them to purchaſe 


higher Dignities, or gain a more aſſured Protecti- 


on from thoſe Patrons. This brought the Govern- 
ment ofthe World under a moſt infamous Traffick; 
* and the Treaſures ariſing from it were, for the 
* moſt part, diſſipated by woyſe Vices, than the Ra- 
pine, Violence, and Fraud with which they had 
been gotten. The — of thoſe Crimes had 
nothing left but their Crimes, and the Neceſſity 
* of committing more, through the Indigence into 
* which they were plung'd by Extravagance of their 
* Expences. Theſe Things are inſeparable from the 
Life of a Courtier; for as ſervile Natures are 
guided rather by Senſe than Reaſon, ſuch as ad- 
dict themſelves to the Service of Courts, find no 
other Conſolation in their Miſery, than what they 
© receive from ſenſual Pleaſures, or ſuch Vanities as 
they pur a Value upon; and have other Care than 
* ro get Money for their Supply, by begging, ſteal- 
ing, bribing, and other infamous Practices. Their 
Offices are more or leſs eſteem'd, according to the 
Opportunities they afford for the Exerciſe of theſe 
Vertues; and no Man ſeeks them for any other 
* End than for Gain, nor takes any other Way than 
that which conduces ro it. The uſual Means of 
© attaining them are, by obſerving the Prince's Hu- 
* mour, flatrering his Vices, ſerving him in his Plea- 
* ſures, fomenting his Paſſions, and by advancing 
his worſt Deſigns, ro create an Opinion in him that 
they love his Perſon, and are entirely addicted to 
his Will. When Valour, Induſtry, and Wiſdom 
* advanc'd Men ro Offices, it was no eaſy Matter 
for a Man to perſwade the Senate he had ſuch 
»Qualities as were required, if he had them not: 
But when Princes ſeek only ſuch as love them, e. 
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will do what they command, tis eaſy to impoſe 
, upon. them; and becauſe none that are good will 
, obey them when they command that which is not 
, ſo, they are always encompals'd by the worſt. Thoſe 
who follow them only for Reward, are moſt libe- 
ral in profefling Affection to them, and by that 
Means riſe to Places of Authority and Power. 
The Fountain being thus corrupted, nothing that is 
pure can come from it. Theſe mecenary Wretches 
having the Management of Affairs, Juſtice and 
Honour are ſet at a Price, and the moſt lucrative 
« Traffick in the World is thereby eftabliſhed. 
« Eutropius, when be was a Slave usd to pick Pockets 
« and, Locks ; but being made a Miniſter, he ſold Cities, 
« Armies and Provinces ; * and ſome have undertaken to 


give probable. Reaſons to believe, that Pallas, one of 


Claudius manumis'd Slaves, by theſe Means brought 
together more Wealth in Six Tears, than all the Ro- 
mad Diftators and Conſuls had done, from the Ex- 
« pulſion of the Kings, to their Paſſage into Alia, The 
c reſt walk'd in the ſame Way, and the ſame Arts, 
and many of them ſucceeded in the ſame Man- 
ner. Their Riches conſiſted nor of Spoils taken 
from Enemies, but were the baſe Product. of 
their own Corruption. They valued nothing bur 
Money, and thoſe who could bribe them were ſure 
to be advancd to the higheſt Offices; and what- 
ever they did, fear'd no Puniſhment, Like Effects 
will ever proceed from the like Cauſes. When 
« Vanity, Luxury, and Prodigality are in Faſhion, 
«the Defire of Riches muſt neceſſarily increaſe in 
Proportion to them: And when the Power is in 
the Hands of baſe mercenary Perſons, they 
c Will always (to uſe the Courtiers Phraſe) make as 
much Profit of their Places as they can. Not on- 
« ly Matters of Fayour, but of Juſtice roo, will be 
« expoſed ro Sale; and no Way will be open to 
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« Honours or Magiſtracies, but by paying largely 
for them, He that gets an Office by theſe Means 
vill not execute it gratis: He thinks he may. ſell 
« what he has bought; and would not have enter'd 
by corrupt Ways, if he had not intended to deal 
« corruptly: Nay, if a well-meaning Man ſhould 


* ſuffer bimfelf to be. ſo far carry'd away by the 


Stream of a prevailing Cuſtom, as to purchaſe 
« Honours of ſuch Villians, he would be obliged to 
«* continue in the ſame Courſe, that he might gain 
* Riches-ro-procure the Continuance of his Bene. 
factors Prote gion, or to obtain rhe Favour of ſuch 
« as happen to ſucceed them. And the Corruprion 
© © thus beginning in the Head, muſt neceflarily de- 
« fuſe ir ſelf into the Members of the Common- 
« wealth : Or, if any one (which is not to he ex- 
« pected) afrer having been guilty of one Villany, 
* ſhould reſolve to commit no more, it could bave 
no other effect, than to bring him to Ruin; and 
© he being taken away, all Things would return to 
© their former Channel. | 
Tam, SIR, 
Your old Friend, 


CATO. 


To the Author of the London Journal. 


SIR April 29. 17273 
 CALUST, or whoever elſe was the Author 

of the two Diſcourſes to Ceſar about ſettling the 
Commonwealth, obſerves to that Emperor, that thoſe 
Magiſtrates judge wildly, who would derive their 
own Security from the Corruptions of the People, 
and therefore make them wicked Men, to make 


them good Subjects: Whereas, ſays he, tis the 
Intereſt of a virtuous Prince to make his People 


virtuous; for, the Debauched, having thrown off all 
Reſtraint, are of all Men the moſt abgovertable” 
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Pliny tells Trajan, that all his Predeceſfors, 
except Narva and one or two more, ſtndied how 
to debauch their People, and how to baniſh all Vir- 
tue, by introducing all Vices; firſt, becauſe they 
were delighted to ſee others like themſelves; and 
ſecondly, becauſe the Minds of the Romans being de- 
praved by the Taſte and Vices of Slaves, they would 
bear with greater Tameneſs the imperial Yoke of 
WWE 

Thus did theſe Governours and Enemies of Rome, 

eftroy Virtue to ſer up Power. Nor was ſuch Po- 
licy at all new or ſtrange: Jr was then, and always 
will be, the direct Road ro abſolute Monarchy, 
which is in its Nature at everlaſting Enmity with 
all Goodneſs and Honeſty. The Roman Virtue and 
the Roman Liberty expired together; Tyranny and 
Corruption came upon them almoſt Hand in Hand. 

This ſhews the Importance of an honeſt Magi- 
ſtracy; nothing certainly is more threatning, or 
more to be apprehended than a corrupt one. A 
Knave in Power is as much to be dreaded, as a 
Fool with a Firebrand in a Magazine of Powder: 
You have ſcarce a bare Chance for not being blown 
up. I 
"From the wicked and worthleſs Men, who en? 
groſſed all the Places at Rome, in the latter Days of 
the Commonwealth, and trom the monſtrous Prodi- 
galities, infamous Briberies, and endleſs Corruption 
promoted by theſe Men, the ſudden Thraldom of 
that glorious City might eaſily have been foreſeen, 
Jt*was fcarce poſſtble to be honeſt and preferr'd. 
Aeticus would never accept of any Employment, 
tho he was offered the higheſt. © This Refuſal, 
* ſays Monſieur Bayle, was doubtleſs owing to his 
« Virtye: There was no riſing to Offices then, bur 
by Means that were infamous 3 nor was there 
* any ſuch Thing as executing theſe Offices accord- 
ing to the Rules of Juſtice and the ' emp Good, 
* withour being expoled, for doing ſo, to the Re- 
* ſentment and Violenee of many and great wicked 
„Mien. He therefore choſe to be rather a vertuoys 
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private Man, than an exalted and publick Rogue, 
How charming is this Example, but how rare! 
« If all Men were like Atticus, there would be 
e danger of a State of Anarchy. Bur as to that, 
*« we may be ealy ; for there will be always more 
« Rogues and Rooks ar Hand ro be devouring and 
% monopolizing Places, by all proper vile Means, 
than there will be Places ro beſtow. ts 
Bayle goes on, and tells us of * a great Travel- 
« ler, who being rallied upon his rambling Humour, 
* anſwered, that he would ceaſe travelling, as ſoon 
as ever he could find a Country where Power 
« and Credit were in the Hands of honeſt Men, 
% and Preferments went by Merit: Nay then, ſays 
* one who heard him, you will infallibly die Travelling, 
Corruption, Bribery and Treachery, were ſuch 
Ways to Power, as Atticus would nor tread. Coll. 
Sydney ſays, that © 
* who was a great Enemy ro Bribery, was turned 
« out from a conſiderable Poſt, as a Scandal to the 
Court; fer, ſaid the principal Maſter, he will make 
* 10 Profit of his Place, and by that Means caſt a Scan- 
* dal upon thoſe that do.” And Alexander ab Alexan- 
dro, tells a Story. of © a very honeſt Man, well 
« skilled in the Languages, who having long ſtruggled 
« with Difficulties and Poverty, while he truſted in 
« yain to his Honeſty and Learning, berhoughr him- 
4 ſelf of a contrary Road; and therefore turning 
* Pimp and Pathick, inſtantly he proſpered, and 
„got great Riches; Power, and Places.“ 
Aude aliquid brevibus Gyaris & Carcere dignum: 
Cicero, who lived ro ſee diſmal Days of Am- 
birion and Corruption at Rome, was ſenſible that he 
could do little or no good with all bis Abilities and 
his Honeſty. * If I ſaw, ſays he, in a Letter to 
« Lentulus, if I ſaw the Commonwealth held and 
* governed by corrupt and deſperare Men, as has 
„happened in my Days and formerly, no Motive 
* or Conſideration ſhould engage me in their 
Intereſts; neither their Bribes could move me, 
. ® nor could Dangers, which often ſway the boldeſt 
| 6c 
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« Men, terrify me; nor could any of their Civilities, 
* or any of their Obligations, ſoften me.“ | 

Talking in another Place, of the Senate, then 
aw'd by Power, or governed by Avarice, he ſays, 
Aut aſſentiendum eſt nulla cum gravitate paucis, aut 
fruſtra diſſentiendum : That is,“ you muſt either baſe- 
ly vote With Craſſus and Ceſar, and one or two 
Men more in Power, or vote againſt them ro noPur- 
© poſe.” Theſe great Men did not ſeek Power, nor 
uſe ir, ro do good to their Country, which is the End 
of Power; but to themſelves, which is the Abuſe 
of Power. Where Government is degenerated into 
Jobbing, it quickly runs into Tyranny and Diſſolu- 
tion: And he who in any Country poſſeſſes himſelf 
of a great Poſt for the ſake of gainful Jobbs, as a cer- 
tain great Perſon once own'd he did, ought to finiſh 
his laſt Jobb under a Gallows, 

It is natural and neceſſary for thoſe that have 
corrupt Ends, to make uſe of Means that are cor- 
rupr, and to hate all Men that are uncorrupt. 

I would lay it down as a Rule for all Nations to 
conſider and obſerve, that where Bribery is practi- 
ſed, tis a thouſand to one but Miſchief is intended; 
and the more Bribery, the more Miſchief. When 
therefore the People, or their Truſtees, are brib'd, 
they would do well to conſider that it is not, it can- 
not be, for their own Sake, Honeſt and open De- 
figns, which will bear Light and Examination, are 
hurt and diſcredited by baſe and dark Expedients 
to bring them about: But, if you would perſwade 
a Man to be a Rogue, it is natural that Money 


ſhould be your firſt Argument; and therefore 


whoever offers me a Bribe, does tacitly acknowledge 

thar he thinks me Knave. 8 
Tacitus, taking Notice of the woeful Decline of 
Virtue and Liberty, towards the End of the Repub- 
lick, ſays, that the greateſt Villanies were committed 
with Impunity, and Ruin was the Price of Honeſty; 
deterrima queq ; impune; ac multa honeſta exitio fuere. 
And indeed, where Corruption and publick Crimes 
are ngt carefully oppoſed, and ſeverely puniſhed, 
+> E 2 neither 
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neither Liberty nor Security can poſſibly“ ſubſiſt. 
The immenſe Briberies practifed by Fulins' Ceſar 
were {ure and terrible Preſages of Cæſars Tyranny, 
It is amazing whar;mighry Sums he gave away: 'Cains 
Curio alone, one of the Tribunes, was bought into 
his Incereſt, at ho ſmaller a Price'thawhalf a Million 
of our Money. Other Magiſtrates ro6 had thelt 
Shares, and ell were bribed who would'be bribed. 
We may egi c:nceive how he came by ſuch Sums; 
he got em wickedly as he gave them away. Nor 
can I cail him generous in this vaſt Liberality, ſince 
he purch ſed the Roman Empire with its own Mo- 
ney. and gave away a Part to get the Whole. 
'* Unjuſt and unfrugal Ways of throwing away 
Money, make wicked and violent Means neceſſary 
to ger Monev ; and Ravire raturally-follows:Pro- 
digality. They that waſte publick Money, feldom 
ſtop there; but go a wicked Step farther; and hay- 
ing firſt drained the People, at laſt opprefs' them. 
Publick Frauds are therefore very alarming, as they 
are very big with publick Ruin. What ſhall we ſay 
then of other Times, when publick Schemes have 
been concerred to confound all Property; and to 
ur common Honeſty out of Countenairice, and baniſh 
it from amongſt Men; and when an Apperite fot 
Power was ci, an Appetite for Miſchief 2 Dread- 
ful ſure was the Proſpect ! ' And yet this was the 
State of „eme in rhoſe Days, as will be feen'further 
'Bofore this Letter is ended. 
Nor would it have been any Advantage or Secu- 
rity to Rome, tho' Ceſar and his Party had been leſs 
able Men than in Truth they were: Having de- 
bauched the People, he did more by Corruption 
towards enſlaving them, than he did by his Parts, 
as great as they were. It is ſome where obſerved, 
that to do good, requires ſome Parts and Pains ; 
2 an) Man may be a Rogue. The World, ſays the 
roverb, little knows what ſilly Fellows govern it. 
And even the Difficulties of doing good, proceeds 
from the Pravity, of ſome Mens Nature, ever prone 
to do Evil; and ſo ſtrong is that Pravity, that many 
% --- | -- . ae coy | Mes 
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Men do frequently flight great Temptations to be 
honeſt, and embrace flight Temptations to be Knaves, 
It is an Obſervation, which every Body is capa- 
ble of making, that a good Character loſt is hardly, 
if ever recover d. Now the Reaſon of this is not ſo 
much from the Malevolence of the World (often 
too ready to calumnĩate) as from the Inabilicy of a 
Knave to become honeſt: He is, as it were doom'd 
to be one: The Biaſs of his Spirit is crooked ; and 
if ever he acts honeftly, it is for a roguiſh Reaſon. 
[ have known a Man, who having wilfully loſt all 
Credit, rejected as wilfully all Opportunities to re- 
gain it, even when thrown into his Lap. He could 
not help earning freſh Deteſtation, with great La- 
bour ; when he might have acquired the higheſt Re- 
nown, with the greazeſt Eaſe. From hence may 
be ſeen how dangerous it is ever to truſt a Man, 
who has once been a Villain: And hence too may 
be learned, that from Men who have done eminent 
Miſchief, whether publick or private, greater ſtill 
is to be dreaded. Vice is a prolitick Thing, and 
Wickednels naturally begets Wickednels _-,, 
Olearius, giving an Account of Muſcovy, obſerves, 
That the grear-Quke's Court hath this in common 
with thoſe of other Princes, that Vice takes Place 
of Virtue, and gets nearer the Throne. Thoſe 
* wha have the Honour to be neareſt his Perſon, 
Hare Withal more ſubtle, more deceirful, and more 
# inſolent, than the others that have not. They 
* know very well how to make their Advantages 
* of the Prince's Favour, and look for the greateſt 
© Refpectsand humbleſtSubmifſions imaginable from 
«thoſe who make their Addreſſes to them; which 
the others render them, as much to avoid the 
« Miſchief they might do to them, as for the Good 
they expect from them. This is the Character 
of a Court, where one is not much ſurpriz d nor 
troubled to find out Tyranny and Corruption in a- 
bundance: But one is at once amazed and affected 
with the mournful Account Saluſt gives us of the 
Ramans in his Time; the Romans who had been ſo vir- 
ruous 4 People, ſo great and ſo free | The 
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The Romans, he ſays, were arrived to that Pitch 
of Corruption, that they gloried in Extravagancy 
and Rapine, and made Sarcaſms upon Vertue. Mo- 
deſty and a diſintereſted Mind paſs'd with them on. 
ly for Sloth and Cowardice. Thoſe that that were 
in Power, neglecting Virtue, and conſpiring againſt 
Innocence, preferr'd only their own Creatures, In- 
nocentes circumveniunt, ſuos ad honorem tollunt; wick- 
ed Deeds and an infamous Character, were no Bars 
to the poſſeiſing of Power; and thoſe that acted as 
if Rapine was their Employment, and Plunder the 
Perquiſites of their Place, were nor thought unkir for 
freſh Preferments. Non facinus, non probrum, aut 
flagitium obſtat, quo minus Magiſtratus capiant: quod 
commodum eſt, trahunt, rapiunt, At laſt, their great 
Men had no Principle bur Rapaciouſneſs, and ob- 
ſerved no Law bur their Luſt. The whole Com- 
monwealth was become their Prev and their Pillage: 
Poſtremo, tanquam urbe capta, libidine ac licentia ſua, 
pro legibus utuntur. | 

The ſame Author fays, thar it would have leſſen, 
ed his Concern, had he ſeen ſuch great Wickeduels 
perpetrated by Men of great Qualities : But his 
Grief had not this Mirigation, For, ſays he, wretch- 
ed Creatures with little Souls, whoſe whole Genius lay 
in their Tongue, and whoſe utmoſt Talent and A- 
bility was to prate glibly, exercis'd with Inſolence 
that Power which they had acquir'd by Chance, or 
by rhe Sloth of others. Ac me quidem mediocris dolor 
angeret, ſi virtute partam victoriam more ſuo per ſer- 
vitium exercerent: Sed homines inertiſſimi quorum 
omnis vis virtuſque IN LINGUA SITA EST, FORTE, 
G 4LTERIUS SOCORDIA, dominationem oblatam 
inſolentes agitant ; And for the Roman Nobility of 
that Time, he ſays, that, like ſtupid Statues, their 
Names and Titles were their only Ornaments : In- 
ertiſſimi Nobiles, in quibus, ſicut in Statua, preter 
nomen, nihil eſt additamenti, Saluſt ad C. 8 
de Repub, Ordinand, 
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We ſee what a Marker theſe Men made of Pow- 
er, and what a Degree of Degeneracy they intro- 
duced, The End of all was, the utter Loſs of Li- 
berty, and a ſettled Tyranny, | 

I am SIX. 
Your old Friend, | 
CATO. 


| To the Author of the London Journal. 


SIR, May 6. 1921; 


8E E what it is to be conſpicuous! Your Honeſty, 

and the Truths you tell, have drawn upon you 
much Envy, and many Lies. You cannot be an- 
ſrer d, and therefore it is fit to abyſe you. Had you 
kept groveling near the Earth, in Company with 
moſt other Weekly Writers, you might have lulld 
te Town aſteep as they do, with great Safety to 
jour Perſon, and without any Body's ſaying an un- 
kind Word of you: But you have gallop'd away fo 
faſt, and ſo far before them, that it is no Wondet᷑ 
the pogr Vermin, conſcious of their own Heavinefs 
and want of Speed, crawl after you and curſe you— 
[tis natural; human Sight is offended with Splen- 
dor : This is exemplified in a Man looking ar the 
Sun; he makes all the while a World of wry Mouths 
and diftorted Faces, | | ; 

Confider your ſelf, Sir, as the Sun to thoſe Au- 
thors, who behold you with Agonies, while they be- 
hold you with Admiration, Great Minds alone are 
pleas'd wirh the Excellencies of others, and vulgar 
Souls provoked by them: The Mob of Writers ts 
like the Weavers Mob; All Levellers, This appears 
by their unmannerly and ſeditious Speeches concern- 
Ing you, their Monarch. Strange Inſtance of Inipu- 
dence and Ingratitude! they live upon you, and 
ſcold ar you. Your Lot is the ſame with rhar of 
many other eminent Authors ; you feed Vermin be- 
fore you are dead, * Your 
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Your Slanderers, as they are below even Cons M © 
tem pt, ſo are they far below all Notice: But it is of ( 
wotth confidering who ſer them at work, from very 
whom they receive the Wages of Proftirution, and C 
what contradictory Things the pcor Creatures are ing 
taught to ſay. Scarce a Paper appear'd for a conſi- for: 


derable Time together, in which Cato's Letters 
were not extoll'd; and thoſe who did ir, endeavou- 
red, to the beſt of their Skill; ro write after him; Mon 
but finding that his Labours, made theirs uſelef, is ». 
and that the recommending of publick Spirit was WM C 
too mighty a Task for humble Hirlings, they ſudden- MW tecti 
ly, and without any Ceremony tack about, and by WM «be 
calumniaring Cato, make themſelves Liars: Such #p #/ 


Deference have they for their Cuſtomers, and for Ca 
themſelves ! | brouy 
It is no Wonder therefore, that the ſame wor: as on 
thy, bur waggiſh Pens, repreſent him with the ſame C4. 


Breath, is an abandon'd Atheiſt, and a bigotted Prei- and C 
terian ; while others plainly prove him a flaming 3. ad R 
cobite, and an arrant Republican; that is, one whois WM "els u 
high for Monarchy, and one who is againſt a/f Mon. WW thar- d 
chy. I could ſhew you theſe pretty Conſiſtencies in WI Chure/ 
one and the ſame Paper, | | Cat, 

Cato had deſcribed and fhew'd th& horrid Eſſed: WM trary:] 
of publick Confuſion, and conrended for puniſhing WW Earth 
the Authors of our own: Hence Cato is repreſented  « dark 
as an Eneniy to Government and Order, and a Promote Cate 
F Confuſi on. 1 been 

Cato had beſtowed real and unfeigned Encomiums MW ruined 
üpon his Majefty, and done all Juſtice to the Abili- courag 
ties and Honeſty of his Minifters: Hence Cato à to thoſ 
charg'd with caſting Reproaches, and making SarcaſnsW Traytc 


upon his Majeſty and his Miniſtry, | neſty a 

Cato has wrir againſt Turkiſh, Aſiatictt, and all ſors Oppoſi 
of Tyranny : Hence Cato is ſaid ro be a great Ince ¶ pine; . 
diary, and an open Enemy to our Conſtitution. Privile 


Cato contends, that great Traitors ought to bt 
banged : Hence Cato is traduced as if he affront 
the Governments 


Fat 


(44) 


Caꝛis aſſeris, that the Good. of Mankind is the Bid 
of Gonernens :-Hence Cato is for Atraying 4 Co- 
vernment. 

Cato lays down certain Rules for farther eſtabliſh: 
ing his Majeſty's Throne, and for Enſuring to him 
forieves the Minds of his People: Tberefore Cate 
it 4 Jacobite. 

by Cato has ſhewn at large, the Blefſings of a limited 
13 Monarohy, -elpetially of out own : Therefore Cato 
5. is Repullican-. 

a; Cato hasſſnewn the Dreadfulneſs of popular Inſur- 


n- tections, and Fury; the Miſery of Civil Wars, and 


by tbe Unceraioty of their End: Therefore Cato ſtirs 
ich n the People to Sedition and Rebellion. 
fo Cato laments thar grear Criminals are ſeldom 
broughr ro the Gallows : Hence Cato is repreſenred 
or: W as one that deſerves the Gallows. 
me Cato, talking of Turkey, obſerves, with Warmth 
105 and Concern, that the Holy Name of God was belied, 
3. aud Religion proſtituted, to bind down Wretched- 
ois WI neſs upon his Creatures, and to prorect the Tyrant 
nar. WW chat does it: Therefore Cato ſeurrilouſly reviles the 
8 In Church of England. 8 
Cato had ſhewn the deſtructive Terrors of Arbi.- 
ſecs I vary Power, and bow it had almoſt diſpeopled the 
hing Earth : In anſwer to this,! it is ſaid, thar Cato Wears 
ned Wi « der Ahig. 
mater Cato has complained that this great Nation has 
been abuſed, cheated and exhauſted ; irs Trade 
zum Ml ruined ; its Credit deſtroy d; irs Manufactures diſ- 
bill couraged, & c. and affirm'd, chat Vengeance is due 
to choſe Fraytors who have done it; that none bur 
Traytors will protect Traytors; char publick Ho- 
neſty and publick Spirit ought to be encouraged, in 
Oppoſition to publick Corruption, Bribery, and Ra- 


Privileges, and Tempers of the People: Thar ſtand- 
ing Armies are dteadful Things; that a Military 
Government is violent and bloody: That they ate 


gene between a Prince and his Subjects: That 
G great 


pine; that there is Regard to be had to the Rights, 


the blackeſt Traytors, who would break. the Confi- 
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great Men mind chiefly che getting of Plumbs; and 
that honeſt Meaſures are the beſt Meaſures, To all 
which it is replied, that Cato 5s a whimſical unreaſon- 
able Man, whe, talks, and, expetts. ſtrange. Things; and 
in fine, that be dreams. add Dreams. F 

By. ſuch powerful Arguments is Cate anſwer d; by 
ſuch pretty Arts decried. He 35 really a great Crimz. 
nal; he aſſerts the Rights and Property of; the Peo. 

le, and calls for. Juſtice upon thoſe who would de- 
= them: He is ſurely a Facobite, ho would not 
let certain elevated Sages do what they would, and 
get what they pleaſed. I would ask, Whether the 
qbliging, protecting, and avenging the injured Peo- 
ple, be likely Ways to bring in the Eretender? And 
yet theſe are the Ways which Cato contends for: 
Or, whether the deceiving, loading, and ſqueezing 
of the harmleſs People, be natural Ways to make 
and keep them well affected? And yer theſe are the 
W ays which Cato condemns and expoſes. | 

Being detach'd from all Parties, and eminently 
guilileſs of all perſonal Views of his own, and: go- 
iag upon Principles certainly true in chemſelves, and 
certainly beneficent te human Society; it is no won- 
der that he is read and approved by every intelligent 
Man in England, except the Guilty, their Screens, 
Hirelings and Adherents. What he writes, the Peo- 

le feel ro be true. If Men can be great Knaves 
in ſpight of Oppoſition; how much greater would 
they be, if there was none? And if Juſtice is op- 
pos d, openly, ſhameleſly and violently oppos d, in 
ſpighr of her Champions and Defenders; ſhe-muſt, 
certainly be deſtroy d, if ſhe had none. It is a diſ- 
mal Reflection, that 4 muſt ſometimes be fought 

for Inch by Inch, before it can be obtained, and at 
laſt is not half obtain d; and that the higher and 
blacker the Villany is, the greater is the Security. 
I hope this will never be our Caſe ; bur I could 
name many a Conntry whoſe. Caſe it has been. 

I am nor ſurpriz'd that certain tall Traitors are 
very angry at Cato. Good now, hold your Tongue, ſaid 
a Quack to his complaining Patient, under Agonies 
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into which he had been caſt by the Doctor's infallible 
Specifick ; Good how bold your Tongue, and be 220. 
leave the Matter to me, and the Matter will go well ; 
chat is, lie ſtill and dre, and I will warrant you. 
Great Grief and Diſtreſs, will have Utterance, in 
ſpight of Art or Terror. 

On Aſcenſion Day, when the Doge of Venice weds 
the Sea with a Ring; the Admiral, who conducts 
the Zueentauro, or Veſſel, in which that Ceremony 
is performed, does a bold Thing : He pawns his 
Head to the Senate, to enſure them ayainſt the 
— and Effects of Tempeſts and Storms. But 
the Thing would be ſtill bolder, if he had firſt wil- 
fully rais d a Storm, or bord a Hole in the 
Veſſel. - - | | 

I appeal to the Senſe of the Nation, daily uttered in 
their Addreſſes to the Parliament for Relief and Ven- 
geance, whether Caro's Sentiments are not the ſame 
with theirs ; and I appeal to the Sufferings, the heavy, 
melancholy Sufferings of the People, whether either 
Cato or they ſpeak thus without Gronnds: 
The Grounds are roo viſible, and their Allegati- 
ons too true--- Hence the Rage of Guilt, which is 
morejgall'd by Truth, than Innocence is hurt by Lies: 
And hence I have heard it obferved, concerning a 
certain Ser of Worthies, that they do not care what 
Falſnoods you publiſh concerning them, bur will 
never forgive you if you meddle with Facts. 

For certain Gentlemen to find Fault with Cato's 
Letters, is ro avow their own Shame. Why was 
there Occaſien given for thoſe Letrers? Some orher 
Queſtions might be ask'd too, which would difcover 
freſh Blackneſs in theſe Betrayers, were they not 
already all over black. Who is it that might have 
checked, and yer did not check rampant Rogues 
laſt Summer? And from hat Motives proceeded 
ſuch Omiſſion? Who is it that openly ſcreens open 


Guilt? Who is it chat cbnceals che Evidence of 


Guilt ? Who is it that browbeats the Purſuers of 
Guilt > Who is it that throws Obſtacles in the Par- 
lament's Way? Who * it that lengthens 9 
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ceſs > Who is it that ſtrives to defeat the Enquiry 
Who is it that makes Male contents, and then re. 
proaches them for being ſo ? | 
Ins vain they fall upon Cato with lying Reproaches, 
falſe Pictures, and ugly Names: Their Conduct 
bewrays them; by making him of every Party, th 
ſhew him to be of none; as he has ſhew'd himſl 
to be of none. I thought it, however, not. amiſs, 
thus once for all, to make his Apology, and to ſhew 
what are his Crimes, and who bis Enemies. His 
great Guilr is, that he will not ſpare Guilt; and the 
great Objection to his Writings is, that they cannot 
be anſwered, Let the Reader judge whether I have 
miſrepreſented him or his Foes, who are no other 
than the late Directors, their Friends and Confe- 
derates. 3 h 

As to the poor Weekly Journeymen of the Preſs, 
whoſe Principle is the ready Penny, and who, for 
a Morſel, defile Paper and blot Reputations without 
hurting them, they deſerve no Reſentment. It is 
their Profeſſion to do what they are bid, when they 
ate paid for it. A Church is not the leſs ſacred, becaule 
Curs frequently lift up their Leg againſt ir, and affront 
the Wall: I: is the Nature of Dogs. They there- 
fore are and ought to be pitied and overlook d; the 
Buſineſs of this Letter to you, Sir, being to expoſe 
the falſe and unjuſt Cenſures of ſome, who bear a 
greater Figure than ſuch harmleſs Weekly Writers, 
without poſſeſſing more Honeſty. | 

The Conjectures of theſe Creatures about the 
Perſon of Cato, afford Matter of Mirth. They will 
needs know him Right or Wrong. Let them guels 
on; whatever they. gueſs, I will venture! to pro- 
nounce them Lyars, tho they ſhould. gueſs truly; 
fince without being able to do any Thing more than 
gueſs, they yet go on to affirm; which no honeſt 
Man wou'd do without competent Evidence. 
6 I am, SIR. | 

Tour bumble Servant, 


'PORTIUS. 


ollo\ 


At 
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To the Author of the London Journal. 


SIX. N May 13. 1721; 
| Wonld willingly propagate and preſerve the fol- 
lowing Order of Council, as a Monument of his 
Majeſty's great Zeal for Virtue and Religion. It is 
ubliſh'd in the Gazette of the 29th of April, in the 
Pllowing Words: | 


At the Court of St. Fames's, the 28th Day of 
* April 1721. | 


| PRES EN T, 
The King's moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council. 


3 Hs Majeſty having received Information, 
l which gives great Reaſon to ſuſpect that there 
* have lately been, and ſtill are, in and about the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, certain ſcanda- 
lous Clubs or Societies of young Perſons, who meet 
together, and in the moſt impious and blaſphemous 
* Manner inſult the moſt ſacred Principles of our 
Holy Religion, affront Almighty God himſelf, and 
corrupt the Minds and Morals of one another; 
and being reſolved to make uſe of all the Authori- 
"ry committed to him by Almighty God, to puniſh 
ſuch enormous Offenders, and to cruſh ſuch ſhock- 
ing Impieties before they encreaſe and draw down 
the Vengeance of God upon this Nation: His Ma- 
* jeſty has thought fir to command the Lord Chan- 
* cellour, and his Lordſhip is hereby required, to 
call togerher bis Majeſty's Juſtices of, the Peace of 
* Middleſex and Weſtminſter, and ſtrictly ro enjoin 
them, in the moſt effectual Manner, that they, and 
every of them, do make the moſt diligent and 
careful Enquiry and Search for the Diſcovery of 
any Thing of this and the like Sort, rending in any 
| wiſe ro the Corruption of the Principles and Man- 
| pers 
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*ners of Men, and to lay before his Lordſhip ſuch 
* Diſcoveries as from time to time may be made 
to the End that all proper Methods may be taken 
for the utter Suppreſſion of all ſuch deteſtable 
Practices. His Lordſhip is further directed 1o/urge 
them to the due Execution of their Office, inde. 
« reting and proſecuting with Vigour all Profane. 
« neſs, Immorality, and Debauchery, as they value 
the Blefling of Almighty God, as they regard the 
* Happineſs of their Country, which cannot ſubſiſt 
« if Things ſacred and virtuous are trampled upon, 
and as they tender his Majeſty's Favour, to which 
they cannot recommend themſelves more . effe&u, 
ally than by ſhewing the urmoſt Zeal upon ſo im- 
portant an Occaſion; ro which End his Lordſhip 
is to acquaint them, that as his Majeſty for him- 
< ſelf has nothing more at Heart than to regard the 
Honour of God, ſo impiouſly ftruct at, and is de- 
< rermined to ſhew all Marks of Piſpleaſure and 
© Diſcouragement to any who may lie even under 
© the Suſpicion of ſuch Practices; ſo he ſhall always 
* account ir the greateſt and moſt ſubſtantial Service 
© they can do to His Majeſty or his Government, to 
© exert themſelves in diſcovering any who are guilty 
of ſuch Impieries, that they may be openly pro- 
* ſecured and puniſhed with the utmoſt Severity and 
moſt publick Ignominy with the Laws of the Land 
can iuflict. Edward Southwell, 


To' this it is added, in the ſame Gazette, That 
His Majeſty has been ous to give Orders to the 
principal Officers of his Houſhold, to make ſtrict 
* and diligent Enquiry, whether any of his Majeſty's 
Servants are guilty of the horrid Impieties meati- 
*oned inthe Order of Council inſerted above, and to 
© make a Report thereof to his Majeſtyj . 


Theſe Societies muſt certainly be as diſtracted 
as they are impious: I have indeed been in doubt 
till now, whether there really were any ſuch; but 
Jam in no doubt about the Puniſhment they deſerve - 


(47) | 
lchink ir ought te be the moſt ſevere that is due 
to ſuck, raving Wickedneſs, which is ſuch, as nei- 
ther Youth ner Wine can excnſe, nor indeed” exte- 
nuato; and till they are further puniſhed, I tflin 
we darkeſt Holes in Bedlam onght to be their Por- 
tion · But outragsous and godleſs as they are, they 
do not merit mob Deteſtation aad Severity, tian 
do thaſe who inhumanly give out, that Gentlemen 
who abhor ſuch Clubs are Members of them: The 
Authors of ſo dreadfal a Calumny are much worſe 
than Murtherers, 'becauſe they endeavour to take a- 
way from Men ſomrething much dearer than Life : 
They are therefore in the Claſs with Dæmons, and 
earn ſuch mighty: Vengeance as God only can ins 
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. The above Order of Council is very jaft aud reli- 
e gious, of excellent Uſe and Example: So much 
Teal cannot ſtop ar a Club or two of pernicious, 
d Wl tho! private Sinners; hut doubtleſs extends to other 


er Criminals, more publiek and confiderable; and e- 
ven moro deſtructive. The greateſt Part of the 
e Wickednefs done by thoſe thoughtleſs young 
to Wl Wretches, is done ro themſelves; and like to re- 
ty nain with them; there being little Probabiliry rhar 
0- Wl they wilt ever make many Proſelytes ro their aſto- 
nd ning Pirtenzies: Whereas the other great Cximi- 
nd nals, for the ſole ſake of doing good to themſelves, 
il, bare undone almoſt every Man in England, with 

WH Evgland it ſelf into the Bargain. They ſer Three 
at Nations to ſale, and themſelves fixing the Price, 
he were themſelves the Buyers: They purchas d our 
ict Happineſs, and paid us in Want and Sorrow. Every, 
y's Man is Proof againſt the Contagion of Pto- 
u- Wl faneneſs;- bur Virtue and Goodneſs ftood us in no 
te ſtead againſt our Money - Monſters, who havin 

' Wrobb'd all heneſt Men; made a ſeſt of Honeſty it 

ſelf, Can there be greater Evils under the. Sun, 

ed wan rampant Plunderers; abandon'd Corruption, 
and devouring Calamity ? Or are there any other 
but Evils vhich theſe do not produce ? 


if We 
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We therefore take ir for granted, That as bis Md. 
Jeſty is determin d to ſhew all Marks of Diſpleaſure and 
Diſcouragement. to any who may even lye under the $uf. 
picion of ſuch deſtructive Practices; ſo be will always 
account it the moſt ſubſtantial Service we can dbt0 him 
and his Government, to exert our ſelyes in diſcovering 
any who are guilty of ſuch unparalell'd Frauds, - ſuch 
National Wickedneſs ; that they may be openly proſecuted 
and puniſh'd with the utmoſt Severity, and moſt Publick 

Ignominy that the Legiſlature, can infli, © | 
And as His Majeſty has been pleas d to give 
© Orders to the Principal Officers of his\'Houſhold, 
© ro make ſtrict and diligent Enquiry, whether any 
of His Majeſty's Servants are guilty of the horrid 
Impieties mentioned in the Order of Council in- 
* ſerted above, and to make Report thereof to his 
* Majeſty.” So we may aſſure our ſelves, chat the 
ſame ſevere Enquiry has been already made, whether 
any of rhoſe in Truſt under his Majeſty, or about 
his Perſon, have ſtain'd their Hands, diſonour d 
their Maſter, and provok d Almighty God, by pro- 
moting or embarking in any of the horrid and ſpread- 
ing Miſchiefs, practis d laſt Year by the late South. 
Ses Directors, and their Confederates.  — 

An Enquiry into Religion, and the private Morals 
of Men, is not inconſiſtent with an Enquiry inte 
Civil and Publick Villanies; nor can the former e- 
ver prove a Bone of Contention to divert the latter, 
whatever the Wicked and the Guilty may hope, 
and the Honeſt and Diſtreſſed may apprehend; 
Freſh Objects of Horrour and Averſion cannot leſſen 
our general Deteſtation for thoſe, who ought to be 
beyond all others deteſted. While we purſue Wolves 
and Tygers, and the mightier Beaſts of Prey, 
who if they are not deſtroy d will continue to de- 
ſtroy, we are not to be diverted by the Seent of 
a Fox or Badger, though they may annoy a private 
Neighbourhood, and diſpeople Hen-roofts.-- - 

Our publick Virtue is the beſt and ſureſt Proof 
we can give of our private Piety : Piety and Juſtice 
are inſeparable; and Prayers ſaid Ten times . 
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will not atone for a Murder os, a Robbery commit: 
ted once. a. Month: Appearances go for nothing, 
when Facts contradict them. The readieft Way 
therefore to ſhew that our Hearts are pure, is to 
ſhew that our Hands are clean, and that we will 
puniſh rhoſe that have foul ones. 5 8 

Here is a Teſt of our Virtue and Innocence. Let 
us hang up publick Rogues, as well as puniſh pri vate 
Blaſphemers. The Obſervance of Religion, and the 
Neglect of Juſtice, are Contradictions. Let any 
Man ask himſelf, Whether a Nation is more hurt 
by a few giddy, unthinking young Wretches, talk 
ing madly in their Drink; or by open, deliberate and 
publick Depredations committed by a Junto of Ve- 
teran Knaves, who add to the Injury, and to their 
own Guilt, by a ſhew of Gravity, and a canting Pre- 
ence ta Religion? The late Directors all pretended 
to be good Chriſtians, I would ask one Queſtion 
more; namely, Whether it had not been better for, 
England, that the late Directors, and their Maſters, 
had ſpent their Nights and their Days, in the Heli 
fire Club, than in contriviag and executing execra- 
ble Schemes, to ruin England? Pray, which of the 
Two is yonr greater Enemy; he who robs you 
of all yqu have, but neither curſes nor ſwears at you x 
or he who only curſes you or himſelf, and takes 
nothing from you ? | 4 * 

Where Juſtice is exactly obſerved, Religion will 
be obſerved; and to pretend to be very ſtrict about 


the Latter, without minding the Former, would be 


highly abſurd and ridiculous. Virtue neceſſarily 
produces Religion, and is ir ſelf Religion; and Pro- 
faneneſs and Irceligion will ever and neceſſarily fol- 
low Corruption, the prolifick Parent of numberleſs 
Miſchiefs. . TT A dl 

Private Profanene(s is not therefore half ſo terri- 
ble to humane Society, as publick Roguery and pub- 
lick Robbery. The Happineſs of Mankind is ſurely 
the Canſe of God; and whenever I hear of Arrers 
and Edicts made by Popiſn and Tyrannical foreign 
Frinces, in Fayour of A L conlider them as 
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ſo many Mockeries of God, whoſe Creatures they, 
at the ſame Time, grind and deſtroy, As conſiſtent. 
ly might they pretend great Zeal for obſerving reli. 
giouſly the Sixth Command, and yet murder by 
War and Famine, Ten Thouſand of their Subjects 
a Week. e en, 
James Nailor was ſeverely puniſhed for Blaſphe- 
my; Is there any Compariſon, as to their Effects, 
between the Crime of James Nailor, and the Orimes 
of the late Directors and their Seconds and Abettors? 
James Nailor (being himſelf deluded) mifled à few 
ignorant People, whoſe Error was their ' greateſt 
Crime: Bur our modern Impoſtors, our South-Sea 
Deceivers, have actually and wilfully plunder'd their 
Country of near Thirty Millions of Money, and in- 
volved ir in univerſal Confuſion and Want. 

.. "Ir is there fore a ſenſible Pleaſure to us, ro behold 
his.Majefty and his Miniſtry engaged with ſo much 
Zeal in vindicating our Property as well as our Religi- 
on. His Majeſty, in particular, has condeſcended with 
unparalell'd, I am ſure, uncommon Goodneſs, ro tell 
the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, that he ha; 
had no Share in the late wicked Management. This is 
a Piece of Royal Grace, with which, I believe, ne- 
ver any Subjects were bleſſed before. From hence 
we may draw a freſh Aſſurance of his Majefty's Ala- 
crity and Readineſs, to puniſh the execrable Authors 
of that wicked Management, who are alſo the grea- 
reſt Enemies to his Crown and Dignity. 

* His Majeſty being reſolved to make uſe of all the 
Authority committed ro him by Almighty God, to | 
- * puniſh ſuch enormous Offenders, and to cruſh ſuch they: 

* ſhocking Impieties, before they encreaſe and draw #6 . 
* down the Vengeance of God upon this Nation: I 

ſay, his Majeſty being thus zealous for Religion and 

the Nation, will never ſuffer the Authors of the 

greateſt Evil, the higheſt Villany ever committed in 

this Nation, to eſcape unpuniſned. Has ever a hea- 2. 
vier Judgment befallen our Nation, than the laſt ſort « 
Years mercileſs Rapine? And can there be greater i Expe 
Enemies ro God and Man, than the Authors of it? mon 
* | 8 Monſters, 
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Monſters, who were for plucking up all Vertue and 
all Property by the Roots. Oh, that their Succeſs 
had not increaſed their Gailr! They acted as if they 
did not believe that there was a God who judged 
the World, and as if they defied all humane Tribu- 
nals, as well as the Divine. Theſe are the Atheiſts 
terrible to Society; and this the Atheiſm wofully 
and univerſally felt. Deſolation and Miſery are the 
Occupation and Sport of Devils, and they their Vice- 
gerents who promote them. 

He who talks profanely of Things ſacred, is a 
wicked Man, and as ill bred as he is wicked. But 


be who wantonly fills a Country, a glorious happy 


Country, with Wanr, Woe, and Sorrow, griping 
Want, diſmal Woe, and piercing Sorrow; what 
Name, what Torture, what Death does he not de- 
ſerve? He is a Deſtroyer General — He is a mad 
Dog, with ten thouſand Mouths, who ſcatters Poy- 
ſon, Wounds and Death all around him. | 

I ſhall conclude in the ſtrong Words of the above 


Order of Council; namely, that as we value the 


Bleſſing ef Almighty God, as we regard the Happineſs of 
our Country, which cannot ſubſiſt if Things ſacred and 
vertuous (and ſuch ate private Property, publick Faith, 
and publick Juſtice) are rrampled upon: and as we 
tender his Majeſty's Favour, to which we cannot recom- 
wend our ſelves more effetually, than by ſhewing the 
utmoſt Zeal upon ſo important an Occaſion; I ſay, as 
we value all theſe, let us be warm, bold and active 
in the Diſcovery and Puniſhment of ſuch enormous 
Offenders, and to cruſh ſuch ſhocking Miſchiefs, before 
they increaſe, and draw down the Vengeance of God upon 


this Nation. 
Tour Humble Servant, 
CATO. 


, S. I, who hate to ſee the Puniſhment of any 
ſort of great Wickedneſs linger, do here propoſe an 
Expedient to come at a Certainty about blaſphe- 
mous Clubs: Let a Reward be puplickly offered — 

N h Z 
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the Diſcovery of any of their Members, to be pai 

upon their legal Conviction ; and in the mean Time, 
let us nor caſt random Reproaches upon particular 
Mea ; left, by falling upon the innocent, they re- 
turn double upon our ſelves. It is baſe and diſho» 
neſt to feign Crimes that are not; and where they 
really are, ir is barbarous and. diabolical to father 
them upon the Guiltleſs: He who charges upon an- 
other a Crime that deſerves the Gallows, does, if it 
proves falſe, pronounce Sentence againſt himſelf, and 
proclaim his own Right to Burn: As, on the other 
Hand, he who skreens from the Gallows thoſe that 
deſerve it, adopts their Title to the Halter, and 
ought ro ſwing in their Room. 1214501 
Can there be greater Juſtice and Imparxiiality 
than this? And I aſſure you, Sir, I heartily wiſh 
they may take Place. 
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I a few Days will be — 1 
THE Fifth Collection of Political Letters, writ: 
ten by CAT O, in the London Journal; which 
compleats all the Political Letters publiſhed by that 
Author to the End of Fuly, 1721. 7% 
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